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Rhondda  Urban  Di^lrid  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rhondda  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
eighteenth  annual  report  upon  the  vital  statistics  and  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  during  the 
year  1918. 

Under  the  stress  of  the  existing  conditions  the  report 
has  been  limited  to  the  provision  of  certain  information, 
the  inclusion  of  which  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  continuity  of  the  essential  records  pertaining  to  the 
district. 

The  general  death-rate  for  the  district  for  the  year  1918 
amounted  to  15.9  per  1,000  of  the  living  population  and 
was  the  highest  since  1908.  This  increase  was  almost 
entirely  attributable  to  the  large  number  of  deaths  from 
influenza,  practically  one-fifth  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
dui;ing  the  year  having  been  due  to  this  disease. 


It  is  noteworthy,  however,  that,  notwithstanding  this 
increase  in  the  general  death-rate,  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  for  the  year  shares  with  that  for  the  previous  year  the 
distinction  of  being  the  lowest  on  record. 

Although  efforts  have  been  made,  with  more  or  less 
success,  in  maintaining  or  even  in  improving  or  extending 
the  activities  of  the  department  in  certain  directions  dur- 
ing the  war,  there  has  been  experienced  unavoidably  a 
partial  suspension  of  much  work  being  done  before  the 
war,  notably  in  the  direction  of  systematic  house-to-house 
inspection  and  of  repairs  to  houses  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 

Many  of  the  years  in  the  immediate  future  will  be 
exceptionally  strenuous  and  exacting  not  only  owing  to 
the  efforts  to  be  made  in  recovering  the  ground  lost  during 
the  war  but  also  owing  to  the  importance  of  taking  full 
advantage  of  the  increased  general  interest  in  matters 
affecting  the  public  health  which  has  been  evoked  by  the 
war  and  its  attendant  disclosures  and  evils. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


The  Council  Offices, 
Ehondda. 
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POPULATION. 


1911  (last  Census  year)  ... 

1918  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  death- 
rate) 

1918  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  birth- 
rate 


152,781 

147,296 

165,041 


The  estimates  above  given  for  1918  are  provided  by  the 
Registrar-General  for  the  civil  population  of  the  district 
and  are  lower  by  over  7,000  persons  than  those  used  for 
the  statistical  purposes  of  the  three  previous  years. 

The  death-rate  and  birth-rate  for  1918,  calculated  on 
these  reduced  figures,  are  higher  than  those  of  the  years 
forming  the  previous  quinquennium  and  thus  interrupt 
the  practically  progressive  reduction  in  these  rates  which 
had  been  taking  place  for  some  years.  This  fact  suggests 
that  the  reductions  estimated  to  have  occurred  in  the 
Rhondda  population  for  1918  are  in  excess  of  those  which 
an  actual  enumeration  would  serve  to  disclose. 


BIRTHS. 

1918. 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  4,346 

Birth-rate  in  Rhondda  ...  ...  26.3 

Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  ...  17.7 

The  births  in  1918  show  an  increase  of  201  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year,  and  the  resulting  birth-rate  also 
exceeds  that  for  the  previous  year  by  2.2  per  1,000,  but  with 
that  exception  the  rate  pertaining  to  1918  is  the  lowest 
recorded  for  the  Rhondda. 

The  “natural  increase”  in  the  population,  or  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  in  1918,  amounted  to  2,006. 


Average  for 
Ten  Years 

1908-1917. 

5,206 

33.2 

23.2 
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The  excess  of  male  over  female  births  was  88,  but  as 
the  deaths  of  male  babies  exceeded  those  of  female  babies 
by  72  the  resultant  gain  of  males  amounted  to  only  16 
during  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  the  births  which  occurred  in  the  four 
quarters  amounted  to  1,173,  1,095,  1,064,  and  1,014 
respectively. 


ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  recorded  in  1918  as 
belonging  to  the  Rhondda  amounted1  to  142  as  compared 
with  113,  160,  147,  139,  and  146  for  the  five  preceding 
years,  and  is  equivalent  to  .96  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
33  per  1,000  births,  and  11.2  for  every  1,000  unmarried 
women  of  conceptive  age  estimated  to  exist  in  the  Rhondda 
population. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1917  were  1.0,  55.6,  and  7.4  respectively,  those  for  1918 
not  being  yet  available. 


DEATHS. 

Average  for 
Ten  Tears. 

1918.  1908-1917. 

Number  of  Deaths 

. 2,340  2,237 

Rate  per  1,000  in  Rhondda  ... 

. 15.9  14.6 

Rate  per  1,000  in  96  Great  Towns 

. 18.2 

Rate  per  1,000  in  England  & Wales... 

17.6  14.5 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
throughout  1918  amounted  to  2,224,  of  which  39,  includ- 
ing the  deaths  of  8 soldiers,  were  of  persons  whose  deaths 
are  transferable  to  other  districts  or  categories.  On  the 
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oilier  hand,  there  must  be  ad'ded  to  the  2,185  thus 
arrived  at  the  deaths  of  155  Rhondda  residents  which 
occurred  and  were  registered  elsewhere,  a nett  total  of 
2,340  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  being  thus 
attained.  Constituting  the  155  deaths  of  Rhondda  per- 
sons referred  to  as  having  occurred  elsewhere  were  18  at 
Cardiff  Infirmary,  62  at  Bridgend  Asylum,  27  at  Ponty- 
pridd Workhouse,  8 at  institutions  for  tuberculosis,  and 
40  at  various  other  places. 

A general  death-rate  of  15.9  per  1,000  of  the  living 
population  was  caused  by  the  total  of  2,340  deaths  and 
exceeded  the  lowest  rate  yet  recorded  for  the  Rhondda,- 

12.6  in  1916, — by  3.3  per  1,000.  There  was  a similiar  rise 
in  the  death-rate  throughout  the  country  generally,  those 
for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the  96  great  towns  being 

17.6  and  18.2  respectively,  Rhondda  occupying  the  thirty- 
third  position  among  the  latter.  The  factors  which 
exceptionally  contributed  to  the  higher  death-rate  were  the 
epidemics  of  influenza  and  measles,  which  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  causes  to  which  most  of  the  deaths  were  ascribed 
consisted  of  influenza,  pneumonia  (all  forms),  bronchitis, 
the  premature  and  marasmic  group,  tuberculosis,  heart 
disease,  violence,  measles.,  and  cancer,  with  the  respective 
totals  of  442,  240,  195,  176,  151,  133,  104,  89,  and  82. 
(Table  III.  Appendix.) 

The  number  and  the  percentage  proportions  of  the 
deaths  divided  into  their  respective  age-groups  which 
occurred  in  the  Rhondda  during  the  year  are  as  follow : 

448,  or  19  per  cent.,  under  1 year  of  age. 

158,  or  7 per  cent.,  1 year  and  under  2 years. 

185,  or  8 per  cent.,  2 years  and  under  5 years. 

122,  or  5 per  cent.,  5 years  and  under  15  years, 
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158,  or  7 per  cent.,  15  years  and  under  25  years. 

470,  or  20  per  cent.,  25  years  and  under  45  years. 

468,  or  20  per  cent.,  45  years  and  under  65  years. 

331,  or  14  per  cent.,  65  years  and  over. 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

Of  the  2,224  deaths  which  were  registered  within  the 
Ehondda  Urban  District  during  the  year,  2,089  were  cer- 
tified by  registered  medical  practitioners,  the  District 
Coroner  held  inquests  on  126,  and  the  remaining  9 were 
uncertified  by  either  coroner  or  medical  attendant. 

The  respective  proportions  of  the  certified  deaths,  in- 
quest cases,  and  uncertified  deaths  were  93.93,  5.67,  and 
.40. 

In  the  c.ase  of  the  nine  uncertified  deaths,  the  causes  of 
death  assigned  were  as  follows  : — 


Premature  Birth 2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation 2 

Atelectasis 1 

Acute  Bronchitis  and  Convulsions 1 

Bronchitis  and  Convulsions 1 

Cerebral  Hiemorrhage 1 

Senile  Decay 1 


STILL-BORN  CHILDREN, 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  William  Powell,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Burial  Board,  for  a record  of  the  number  of  still-born 
children  brought  to  the  three  cemeteries  for  burial  during 
the  years  1899-1918, 
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Year 

No  of  Still-born 
Children 
recorded. 

No  of 
Births 
Registered. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Average  i 
10  year 
periods. 

1899 

...  271 

4,089 

...  66.3 

1900 

...  312 

4,469 

...  69.6 

1901 

...  348 

4,586 

...  75.9 

1902 

...  333 

4,937 

...  67.5 

1903 

...  333 

4,897 

...  68.0 

69.2 

1904 

...  301 

4,860 

...  61.9 

1905 

...  367 

4,664 

...  78.7 

1906 

...  323 

4,751 

...  67.9 

1907 

...  346 

4,831 

...  71.6 

1908 

...  354 

5,454 

...  64.9  J 

1909 

...  337 

5,577 

...  60.4  > 

1910 

...  321 

5,628 

...  57.0 

1911 

...  292 

5,491 

...  53.2 

1912 

...  268 

5,236 

...  51.2 

1913 

...  330 

5,505 

...  59.9 

55.0 

1914 

...  355 

5,558 

...  62.1 

1915 

...  257 

4,983 

...  51.6 

1916 

...  230 

4,481 

...  51.3 

1917 

...  236 

4,145 

...  56.9 

1918 

203 

4,346 

46.7  J 

For  purposes  of  comparison  I also  append  a table  giving 
tbe  corresponding  figures  for  premature  births : - - 


Year. 

Deaths  from 
Premature 
Birth. 

No.  of 
Births 
Registered. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births. 

Average  for 
10  year 
periods, 

1899 

56 

4,089 

...  13.6 

1900 

66 

4,469 

...  14.7 

1901 

74 

4,586 

...  16.1 

1902 

53 

4,937 

...  10.7 

1903 

84 

4,897 

17.1 

14.4 

1904 

69 

4,860 

...  14.1 

1905 

62 

4,664 

...  13.3 

1906 

69 

4,751 

...  14.5 

1907 

68 

4,831 

...  14.1 

1908 

88 

5,454 

...  16.1  , 

20 


Deaths  rom 

No.  of 

Rato  per 

Average  for 

Premature 

Births 

1 000 

10  year 

Year. 

Births. 

Registered. 

Births. 

periods 

1909 

93 

...  5,577 

...  16.7  v 

1910 

85 

...  5,628 

...  15.1 

1911 

85 

...  5,491 

...  15.5 

1912 

87 

...  5,236 

...  16.6 

1913 

84 

...  5,505 

...  15.3 

[ 16.2 

1914 

99 

...  5,558 

...  17.8 

1915 

65 

...  4,983 

...  13.0 

1916 

75 

...  4,481 

...  16.7 

1917 

72 

...  4,145 

...  17.4 

1918 

77 

4,346 

17.7  ' 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  ^eJ°r 

1918.  1908-1917. 


Rhondda,  per  1,000  Births  ... 

...  103 

134 

96  Great  Towns 

...  106 

. . . 

England  and  Wales  ... 

...  97 

106 

Infantile  mortality  is  expressed  as  the  ratio  of  the 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  a 
thousand  births. 

There  were  4,346  births  in  the  Rhondda  in  1918  and  416 
deaths  of  babies  under  a year  old,  the  resultant  infantile 
mortality  rate  being  103.  This  rate  shares  with  that  of 
the  previous  year  the  distinction  of  being  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  district  and  is  3 per  1,000  less  than  the 
average  for  the  96  great  towns  but  exceeds  that  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  by  six  per  1,000. 


No  fewer  than  94,  or  23  per  cent.,  of  the  fatalities  under 
one  occurred  under  one  week  old  and  in  these  instances  it 
was  obviously  impracticable  to  offer  any  effective  post- 
natal adyice  or  guidance,  through  the  medium  of  the 
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clinic,  and  for  any  appreciable  benefit  to  be  derr7jd 
through  this  channel  it  will  be  necessary  for  a larger  pro- 
portion of  these  cases  to  seek  assistance  in  the  pre-natal 
stage. 

As  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  attached  Tables,  the 
proportion  of  babies  who  were  entirely  breast-fed  was  81 
per  cent,  of  the  4,108  in  respect  of  whom  investigations 
were  made  whereas  only  10  per  cent,  were  entirely  bottle- 
fed.  The  mortality  among  the  former  was  6 per  cent., 
whereas  among  the  latter  it  was  27  per  cent.,  or  more 
than  four  times  as  high. 


Some  Statistics  relating  to  Diets  and  Modes  of 
Feeding. 


Total 

number 

in 

respect 
of  whom 
records 

are 

available 

(4108). 

Percent- 
ages 
of  the 
total. 

No  of 
deaths  in 
each 
group 

Percent- 

age 

of 

deaths  to 
number 
in  each 
group. 

Percent- 
ages of 
deaths  in 
each 
group  to 
fatalities 
investi- 
gated 
(416). 

Breast-fed 

3.331 

81 

192 

5*8 

46-0 

Partly-breast-fed 

t , 

272 

7 

21 

7-7 

50 

Entirely  Bottle-fed 

# , 

409 

10 

112 

27*4 

27-0 

Spoon-fed 

, , 

32 

1 

30 

93-8 

8 0 

Unfed 

, # 

# , 

61 

1 

61 

moo 

15  0 

Bottle  f®^i3haPed 

Used  ( Boat  shaped 

, , 

517 

13 

114 

22  1 

27-0 

. . 

159 

4 

19 

11*9 

5 0 

and 

Tube 

5 

0*1 

, , 

Varieties  i 

[ Cows  Milk. . 

• ♦ 

121 

3 

41 

33  9 

10-0 

of 

Condensed  Milk 

315 

8 

52 

16  5 

13  0 

Milk  1 
Used  1 

Other  Foods  (Glaxo, 
^Cow  and  Gate,  etc.) 

277 

7 

70 

25  3 

17  0 

There  were  17  deaths  among  the  142  illegitimate  babies 
with  a resulting  mortality  of  120  per  1,000  births  as  com- 
pared with  a rate  of  103  among  the  legitimate  babies,  the 
difference  thus  shown  being  less  than  usual,  though  still 
considerably  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  born  out  of 
wedlock. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  an  extension 
of  the  scheme  designed  in  promotion  of  maternity  and 
child  welfare  in  the  district  was  initiated  by  the  rental  of 
premises  at  Ynyshir  in  the  Rhondda  Fach  Yalley,  at 
which  mothers  and  babies  drawn  from  that  portion  of  the 
area  may  he  seen  by  the  members  of  the  staff  engaged  in 
the  performance  of  this  work.  A certain  amount  of  adapta- 
tion of  the  premises  has  been  necessary  and  some  delay 
has  been  experienced  in  having  the  premises  suitably 
equipped,  hut  at  the  time  of  writing  the  arrangements 
decided  upon  are  approaching  completion. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  also  the  Council  communicated 
with  several  landlords  in  the  district  with  a view  to  obtain- 
ing a suitable  site  for  the  Model  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  the  cost  of  whose  erection  and  equipment 
will  be  defrayed  by  the  Carnegie  United  Kingdom 
Trustees,  whose  munificent  offer  to  do  so  was  gladly 
accepted  by  the  Council.  The  Marquis  of  Bute  has  gener- 
ously intimated  his  readiness  to  make  a gift  to  the  Council 
of  a suitable  site  in  Trealaw  for  the  Centre,  but  it  has  not 
yet  been  decided  which  of  two  sites  available  in  that 
locality  will  be  finally  chosen. 

The  year  1918  was  the  first  year  during  the  whole  of 
which  the  Centre  at  Trafalgar  Street,  Ystrad,  was  avail- 
able in  the  interests  of  maternity  and  child  welfare.  It 
was  open  for  this  purpose  on  three  afternoons  a week  and 
systematic  arrangements  for  the  attendance  of  mothers  and 
children  drawn  from  six  out  of  the  ten  district  wards  were 
made,  the  health  visitors  concerned  being  also  in  attend- 
ance on  certain  specified  days.  A few  of  the  more  urgent 
cases  in  the  four  remaining  wards  are  also  seen  at  this 
Centre,  but  the  establishment  of  the  new  Centre  at 
Ynyshir  already  referred  to  will  plaee  the 
Rhondda  Fach  area  on  an  equality  with  the  rest  of  the 
district  in  this  respect* 
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The  total  number  of  new  cases  of  children  under  one 
seen  at  the  Centre  throughout  the  year  amounted  to  498, 
in  addition  to  128  children  between  one  and  five  years  of 
age.  A number  of  children  who  had  first  attended  in  the 
previous  year  also  continued  to  attend ; of  these,  74  were 
under  one  and  68  between  1 and  5 years  of  age.  The  total 
number  of  children  who  visited  the  Centre  in  1918 
amounted  to  768  and  the  total  number  of  visits  paid  by 
them  reached  1,608.  The  largest  number  paid  by  any 
individual  child  was  18,  and  the  average  number  of 
attendances  was  2.1  per  child. 

In  addition,  43  expectant  mothers  attended  for  advice 
and,  guidance,  and,  in  the  aggregate,  paid  65  visits  for  that 

purpose. 

The  grand  total  of  the  visits  paid  to  the  Centre  as  such 
during  the  year  amounted  to  1,673  in  150  openings,  or  an 
average  of  11  visits  per  session. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  the  close  association 
between  the  health  visitors  and  the  homes  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  centre  on  the  other,  the  link  thus  formed  being 
invaluable  in  the  interests  of  the  work.  The  total  number 
of  visits  thus  paid  by  the  twelve  health  visitors  to  the 
homes  in  furtherance  of  this  work  reached  25,441  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

The  experience  gained  throughout  the  year  has  served 
to  confirm  the  opinion  already  held  that  the  proportion  of 
breast-fed  babies  in  the  district  should  and  could  be  con- 
siderably higher  than  the  81  per  cent,  recorded  during  the 
year.  There  exists  too  great  a tendency  to  deny  the  baby 
the  advantages  of  breast-feeding  owing,  not  infrequently, 
to  trivial  and  removeable  causes,  and  the  evidence  sug- 
gests that  this  attitude  is  shared  alike  by  doctors,  mid- 
wives, and  mothers.  Too  little  perseverance  is  often 
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Table  giving  in  detail  the  information  obtained  by  the  Health  VisitorB  concerning  deathfl 
of  416  children  under  one  and  of  197  children  born  dead. 


Jjeaths  ol  children 
under  one. 

Still- Births. 

ter  Cent 

Per  Cent 

Total 

of  Total 

Total 

of  Total 

- , 

Number. 

Cases. 

Number. 

Cases. 

c * ( Male  . . 
Sexi  Female 

244 

59 

118 

60 

172 

41 

79 

40 

0 to  12  hours 

25 

6 

12  to  24  ,, 

13 

3 

1 to  7 days 

56 

13 

1 to  4 weeks 

53 

13 

1 to  2 months 

49 

12 

2 to  3 „ 

33 

8 

Ages  at 
Death. 

3 to  4 „ 

4 to  5 „ 

5 to  6 „ 

20 

23 

24 

5 

5 

6 

6 to  7 „ 

27 

6 

7 to  8 ,, 

15 

4 

8 to  9 ,, 

19 

5 

9 to  10  „ 

25 

6 

10  to  11  „ 

16 

4 

111  to  12  „ 

18 

4 

Maturity 

j Mature 

326 

78 

111 

56 

\ Premature 

90 

22 

86 

44 

Insured  ... 

153 

37 

Not  well  from  birth  ... 

136 

33 

Previously  visited  by  Health  Visitor 

269 

65 

Separated  from  mother  . . 

17 

4 

Breast-fed 

192 

46 

Partly  breast-fed 

21 

5 

Bottle-fed 

112 

27 

Spoonfed 

30 

8 

Unfed 

61 

15 

Bottle  ( * 
used.  | j 

Boat-shaped 

rube 

114 

19 

27 

5 

Boat-shaped  and  tube 

/Cows.. 

\ Condensed 

41 

10 

52 

13 

Patent  Foods 

70 

17 

Abnormal  number  of  flies  in  house 

Insanitary  condition  of  house 

3 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

7 

2 

Previous  deaths — 

15 

1 child  under  one  year  of  age 

58 

14 

29 

2 children  ,,  ,, 

18 

4 

11 

6 

3 children  ,,  ,, 

4 or  more  children  „ 

8 

2 

2 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

Total  number  with  previous  deaths 

22 

of  Infants  under  one 

. 92 

22 

43 

Number  with  1 previous  still-birth 

20 

5 

24 

12 

)) 

,,  2 ,,  still-births 

8 

2 

8 

4 

99 

)l  3 ))  M 

2 

1 

1 

1 

99 

,,  4 or  more  ,, 

2 

1 

5 

3 

Total  number  with  previous  still- 

38 

19 

births 

32 

8 

Abnormal  condition  of  mother 

113 

27 

62 

31 

Difficult  birth 

75 

18 

83 

42 

Illegitimate  ... 

17 

4 

6 

3 
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shown  in  endeavours  to  adopt  and  to  continue  natural 
feeding.  A little  opportune  advice  and,  when  necessary, 
supplementary  feeding  would  serve  to  overcome  most 
obstacles  and  would  consequently  confer  upon  both  the 
mother  and  child  an  incalculable  boon. 

For  the  convenience  of  mothers  arrangements  were 
made  in  the  course  of  the  year  for  the  provision  at  the 
Centre  of  dried  milk  at  cost  price  for  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  babies  in  instances  where  it  would  be  impractic- 
able for  them  to  obtain  it  at  market  prices  through  the 
usual  channels.  The  value  of  dried  milk  thus  provided 
amounted  to  £112  16s.  8d.  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  foregoing  Table  (see  page  24)  furnishes  summarised  in- 
formation bearing  upon  infantile  mortality  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  observed  since 
its  adoption  in  1909:  — 


Births 

registered  with 
District 
Registrars. 

Births 
notified  to 
Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

Percentage 
proportion 
of  latter 
to  former. 

Portion  of 

District 

1909Q) 

1,550 

1,546 

100 

served  by 

1910 

3,079 

3,023 

98 

Health 

1911 

3,059 

3,144 

103 

Visitors. 

Portion  of 

District 

1909(1) 

1,237 

1,050 

85 

not  served 

1910 

2,549 

1,236 

48 

by  Health 

1911 

2,404 

1,670 

69 

Visitors. 

1909(1) 

2,787 

2,596 

93 

1910 

5.628 

4,259 

76 

1911 

5,463 

4,814 

88 

1912 

5,202 

4,898 

94 

Whole  of 

1913 

5,479 

5,522 

101 

Rhondda 

1914 

5,541 

5,444 

98 

1915 

4,960 

4,995 

101 

1916 

4,481 

4,695 

105 

1917 

4,145 

4,361 

105 

1918 

4,346 

4,349 

100 

26 


Notes. — (1)  In  1912  Health  Visitors  were  appointed  to 
serve  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

(2)  The  excess  of  the  number  of  births  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  over  the 
number  registered  in  some  years  is  due  to 
the  inclusion  of  still-births  in  the  former, 
and  to  discrepancies  arising  in  consequence 
ol  the  different  intervals  after  birth  allowed 
for  notification  and  registration  respectively. 

In  1918,  however,  the  percentage  proportion 
of  notified  births  to  those  registered  was  re- 
duced to  100,  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  Ministry 
of  Food  authorised  Local  Food  Control 
Committees  to  issue  meat  and  other  food 
cards  on  receipt  of  an  application  by  +he 
parent  cr  guardian  accompanied  by  a “ Cer- 
tificate of  Registration  of  Birth,”  which  was 
obtainable  at  the  time  of  registration  for  a 
fee  of  three-pence.  This  order  would  not 
fail  to  induce  early  registration  on  the  part 
of  parents  or  guardians  and  has  probably 
reduced  the  average  time  intervening 
beween  birth  and  registration  by  about  two 
weeks. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

1918. 

Total  number  of  Deaths  in  Rhondda 

from  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  174 

Zymotic  Death-rate  for  Rhondda  ...  1.2 


Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1908-1917. 

296 

2.0 


Under  the  term  zymotic  are  included  the  following  dis- 
eases: small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 

whooping  cough,  typhoid  and  other  continued  fevers,  and 
diarrhoea,  and  the  zymotic  death-rate  is  the  ratio  of  the 
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number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  to  the  population. 
Although  the  record  for  1918  is  not  quite  so  favourable  as 
that  for  1917,  the  decline  in  the  death-rate  from  these  dis- 
eases is  well  maintained  in  comparison  with  the  past. 

Wards  3,  4,  and  8,  with  the  zymotic  rates  of  .37,  .62, 
and  .38  respectively,  possessed  the  lowest  rates  in  the  dis- 
trict, while  Wards  6,  7,  and  10  with  the  respective  rates 
of  1.82,  1.91,  and  1.92,  posesssed  the  highest  rates. 


SMALLPOX. 

No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 


MEASLES. 

1918. 

Number  of  cases  3,246 

Number  of  Deaths 89 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 60 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  96  Great  Towns  .36 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and 

Wales 28 

There  was  very  considerable  prevalence  of 
measles  during  the  year,  the  number  of  cases 
notified  being  3,240  by  medical  practitioners 

and  six  by  parents,  making  a total  of  3,246, 
of  which  367  were  secondary  cases  which  occurred  within 
two  months  of  the  primary  infection  in  the  same  house- 
holds. There  were  caused  89  deaths,  equivalent  to  a 
mortality  of  0.60  per  1,000  of  the  living  population,  and 
the  fatalities  thus  arising  exceeded  those  pertaining  to 
every  other  year  since  1912. 

The  prevalence — which  was  a continuation  of  that  which 
existed  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year — reached  its 


Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1908-1917. 

74 

.48 


.29 


28 


height  in  March  and  April,  during  each  of  which  between 
800  and  900  cases  were  notified,  hut  began  to  wane  in 
May  and  had  practically  died  ont  by  the  end  of  July. 
Although  the  disease  was  generally  distributed  thoughout 
the  district,  its  points  of  greatest  incidence  were  the  upper 
ends  of  both  valleys,  their  lower  ends  and  the  point  of 
junction  being  comparatively  free,  but  the  latter  localities 
had  been  more  seriously  affected  during  the  previous 
year. 

Although  the  scheme,  which  was  devised  soon  after  the 
introduction  of  compulsory  notification  of  the  disease  and 
which  aims  at  checking 'its  spread  by  personal  contact  at 
school  and  elsewhere,  was  in  operation  in  the  district,  the 
cases  rapidly  became  so  numerous  and  the  members  of  the 
staff  available  for  applying  the  scheme  were  so  over- 
whelmed that  the  thorough  application  of  the  adopted 
methods  became  impossible  in  the  most  implicated  locali- 
ties. There  is,  however,  ground  for  believing  that  when 
adequate  provision  is  made  on  these  lines  for  coping  with 
these  outbreaks  the  methods  followed  will  serve  to 
materially  lessen  the  incidence  of  the  disease  as  well  as  the 
number  of  deaths  resulting  therefrom. 


GERMAN  MEASLES. 

Number  of  cases 62. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  although  the  total  number  of  cases 
of  German  measles  notified  during  the  year  is  less  than 
that  for  the  previous  year  by  1T9,  the  contrary  is  true  for 
ordinary  measles,  the  number  of  which  for  1918  exceeded 
that  for  1917  by  911  cases. 

The  administrative  measures  adopted  in  dealing  with 
this  disease  do  not  differ  materially  from  those  employed 
in  connection  with  ordinary  measles,  and  the  two  diseases 
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are  sometimes  practically  indistinguishable  from  each 
other. 

No  deaths  were  attributed  to  German  measles  during 
the  year. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Average  for 

Ten  "iears. 

1918. 

1908-1917. 

Number  of 

cases 

127 

723 

Number  of  Deaths 

5 

14 

Death-rate 

per  1,000,  Rhondda 

.03 

.09 

Death-rate 

per  1,000,  96  Great  Towns 

.04 

Death-rate 

per  1,000,  England  and 

W ales 

.03 

.06 

The  steady  improvement  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
noticeable  in  recent  years  has  been  well  maintained  dur- 
ing 1918.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  127,  which 
is  the  lowest  figure  on  record  for  the  district  since  the  dis- 
ease became  notifiable  in  1894. 

Whilst  the  fatality-rate  is  somewhat  higher  than  the 
normal,  the  death-rate  of  0.03  per  1,000  compares  very 
favourably  with  that  of  the  96  great  towns. 

55.1  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified  occurred  in  children 
between  5 and  12  years  of  age. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1918. 

1908-1917. 

Number  of  cases ... 

120 

178 

Number  of  Deaths  

11 

28 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Rhondda  ...  ....  ... 

.07 

.18 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  96  Great  Towns 
Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and 

.15 

Wales 

.14 

.13 
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During  the  year  120  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified, 
of  which  40,  or  33.3  per  cent.,  were  amongst  children 
under  5 years  of  age,  and  65,  or  54.1  per  cent.,  amongst 
those  from  5 to  12  years  of  age. 

There  were  11  deaths,  resulting  in  a case  mortality  of 
9.2  per  cent.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  high 
rate  of  21.3  per  cent,  in  1917. 

Of  the  120  cases  notified,  74  were  treated  at  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  and  46  were  treated  at  their  own  homes. 
The  fatality-rate  for  the  former  was  5.4  per  cent,  and  for 
the  latter  15.2  per  cent. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1918. 

1908-1917. 

Number  of  cases 

21 

64 

Number  of  Deaths 

5 

11 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  .. 

.03 

.07 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  96  Great 

Towns 

.02 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England 
Wales 

and 

.03 

.05 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  amounted 
to  21,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded  annual  total  for  the 
district  since  the  introduction  of  compulsory  notification 
in  1894.  The  death-rate  of  0.03  per  1,000  resulting  from 
the  five  deaths — one  due  to  para-typhoid — caused  by  the 
various  forms  of  typhoid  during  the  year  is  also  one  of  the 
three  lowest  recorded  during  the  same  period. 

All  but  two  of  the  21  cases  were  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal ; of  these  3 died  and  caused  a fatality  of  15.8  per  cent., 
that  for  the  whole  district  being  23.8  per  cent. 
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CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

No  case  of  this  disease  w as  notified  by  any  medical 
practitioner  practising  in  the  district  as  having  occurred 
within  the  area  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

On  the  11th  of  December,  however,  information  was 
received  from  the  Cardiff  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  E.  Walf'ord) 
that  on  the  7th  of  that  month  a child,  3 years  of  age,  was 
admitted  from  Treherbert  into  King  Edward 

YII.’s  Hospital,  Cardiff,  while  suffering  from 
a disease  afterwards  diagnosed,  clinically  and 
bacteriologically,  as  cerebro-spinal  fever.  The  child  died 
on  the  23rd  of  that  month.  Inquiries  which  were  made 
disclosed  the  facts  that  the  child  was  a member  of  a family 
living  at  Grange,  Cardiff,  and  that  his  father  was  a driver 
in  the  K.F.A.  and  had  been  home  from  France  immediately 
prior  to  the  onset  of  the  child’s  illness.  There  was  no 
history  of  illness  about  that  time  among  the  inmates  of 
the  house  in  Treherbert  whence  the  child  was  removed  to 
Cardiff  Hospital. 


ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 


No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year. 


WHOOPING  COUGH.  Average  fer 

1918.  1908-1917. 


Number  of  Deaths 37  37 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Khondda 25  .24 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  96  Great  Towns  .34 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  England  and 

Wales 29  .20 
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There  were  37  deaths  from  whooping  cough  reported 
during  the  year,  the  resulting  death-rate  being  .25  per 
1,000.  This  figure,  although  higher  than  the  correspond- 
ing one  for  1917  by  .08,  is  below  the  death-rate  from  this 
disease  in  the  96  great  towns  by  .09. 


DIARRHOEA. 

1918. 

Number  of  Deaths 27 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  18 


Average  for 
Ten  Years. 

1908-1917. 

132 

.87 


Although  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  in  1918 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  by  11,  the  numbers 
were  in  both  instances  unusually  small  and  the  respective 
rates  of  .18  and  .10  per  1,000  correspondingly  low  as 
compared  with  the  average  rate  of  .87  per  1,000  for  the 
ten  years  1908-1917. 


Number  of  cases  

Number  of  Deaths 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 


R 

Average  for 

Ten  \ears 

1918. 

1908-1917. 

9 

16 

4 

8 

.03 

.05 

There  were  only  9 cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  dur- 
ing the  year,  this  number  being  the  lowest  recorded  for 
this  disease  since  it  became  compulsorily  notifiable  in 
1894.  Of  the  9 cases,  4 proved  fatal,  a case  mortality-rate 
of  44.4  per  cent.,  and  a death-rate  of  0.03  per  1,000,  being 
thus  caused.  The  latter  rate  has  been  previously  equalled 
only  on  three  other  occasions  since  1894. 


In  the  course  of  the  year  the  Glamorgan  County  Coun- 
cil, in  response  to  an  application  made  by  the  District 
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Council  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  delegated  some  of  their  powers  under  the  Mid- 
wives Act,  1902,  to  the  Rhondda  District  Council,  and  it 
was  arranged  that  such  delegation  should  take  effect  as 
and  from  October  1st,  1918.  It  is  believed  that  with  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  and  applied  by  the  District  Coun- 
cil in  the  interests  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the 
supervisory  powers  conferred  by  the  Act  can  be  more 
advantageously  administered  in  their  own  district  by  the 
District  Council,  having  regard  to  maternity  and  child 
welfare  as  a whole. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  throughout  the  year  from 
all  forms  of  this  disease  amounted  to  177,  the  resulting 
death-rate  from  tuberculosis  being  1.20  per  1,000  of  the 
living  population. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

1918.  1908-1917. 

I 

Number  of  cases 236 

Number  of  Deaths 140  118 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 94  .77 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 
in  the  course  of  the  year  was  236,  as  compared  with  an 
average  of  247  cases  for  the  five  immediately  preceding 
years.  On  the  other  hand  the  number  of  deaths  during 
the  year  exceeded  by  thirteen  the  average  for  a similar 
period. 

It  is  also  noteworthy  that  thirty  of  the  cases  which  were 
certified  as  having  died  from  this  disease  during  the  year 
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were  unnotified  by  any  medical  practitioner,  and  of  tbe 
remaining  110  fatalities  68  were  notified  duiing  tbe  year 
under  review. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Number  of  cases 93 

Number  of  Deaths 37 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda 25 


During  the  year,  93  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  parts  other 
than  the  lungs,  were  notified.  The  number  of  deaths 
recorded  under  the  same  heading  was  37,  equivalent  to  a 
death-rate  of  .25  per  1,000. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were 
107,  53  and  .34  respectively.  A large  proportion — 88  per 
cent. — of  the  notified  cases  proved  fatal  in  the  course  of 
the  year  of  notification. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  a purulent  discharge  from 
one  or  both  eyes  of  a newly-born  baby.  According  to  the 
General  Order  of  April  1st,  1914,  the  condition  must  occur 
within  21  days  of  birth  to  render  it  compulsorily  notifi- 
able. 

The  disease  is  due  to  an  infection  usually  contracted 
from  the  mother  at  birth.  The  risk  of  its  occurrence  can 
be  largely  reduced  if  not  eliminated  by  extreme  care  in 
the  cleansing  of  the  eyes  immediately  after  birth.  Too 
much  stress  cannot  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  the  condition 
is  not  a “cold”  jn  the  eyes,  but  a preventable  as  well  as 
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transferable  infection  capable  of  causing  great  and  perma- 
nent barm  to  the  eyesignt, 

During  1918  there  were  66  cases  of  the  disease  notified, 
15  per  1,000  of  the  babies  born  being  affected.  Sixteen  of 
the  cases  were  notified  by  medical  practitioners  only,  37 
by  mid  wives  only,  and  11  by  both. 

The  two  eyes  were  attacked  in  57  cases,  the  right  only 
in  5 and  the  left  only  In  four. 

Usually  one  eye  is  affected  a few  days  before  the  other, 
the  second  one  becoming  infected  by  the  discharge  from 
the  bad  eye. 

In  two  cases  permanent  damage  to  one  of  the  two  eyes 
resulted,  in  57  instances  the  disease  cleared  up  completely, 
four  children  died  before  the  disease  ran  its  course,  one 
was  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  remaining  two  were  lost 
sight  of. 

Every  notified  case  was  visited  by  a health  visitor  and 
active  assistance  was  given  by  her  in  44  cases.  In  one 
intractable  instance  130  visits  were  paid ; other  cases, 
however,  are  so  slight  as  to  require  only  one  or  two  visits, 
the  average  number  paid  being  17  per  case. 

The  shortest  duration  recorded  was  5 days  and  the 
longest  143  days,  the  average  period  being  35  days. 

The  cases  are  also  visited  at  least  once  by  a member  of 
the  medical  staff.  In  29  cases  out  of  the  66,  the  mother 
was  definitely  stated  not  to  have  been  well  during  preg- 
nancy, but  in  only  two  instances  was  she  stated  to  have 
suffered  from  gonorrhoea.  In  two  cases  the  disease  began 
on  the  day  of  birth,  the  longest  period  between  birth  and 
the  onset  of  the  disease  was  13  days,  the  average  period 
being  5 days. 
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Fifty-two  of  the  cases  were  attended  by  midwives  and 
14  by  doctors  also. 

One  midwife  notified  11  cases,  2 midwives  bad  4 each, 
2 more  bad  3 cases  each,  6 bad  2 cases  each,  and  29  bad 
one  case  each.  All  the  11  referred  to  as  having  occurred 
in  the  practice  of  one  midwife  completely  recovered  in 
periods  ranging  from  9 to  51  days,  the  average  period 
being  17  days. 

Several  of  the  facts  given  above  suggest  that  the  dis- 
ease was  not  in  many  instances  gonorrhoeal  in  origin. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  means  available  for  dealing  with  venereal  diseases, 
which  were  referred  to  in  detail  in  a previous  report,  con- 
tinued in  existence  during  1918  and  were  provided  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  under  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  the  Public  Health  (Yenereal  Diseases) 
Regulations,  1916. 


INFLUENZA. 


Number  of  Deaths  ...  442 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  3.0 

The  number  of  442  deaths  recorded  during  the  year 
as  due  to  influenza  was  by  far  the  highest  attributable  to 
any  disease  during  the  period,  and  is  much  in  excess  of 
the  recorded  deaths  caused  by  this  disease  in  any  former 
year.  Thus  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths  caused  by 
influenza  since  1900  was  20,  the  extremes  ranging  from  a 
maximum  of  29  in  1907  to  a minimum  of  9 in  1911,  the 
total  aggregate  from  this  cause  in  1918  being  104  in  excess 
of  the  total,  viz.,  338  for  the  seventeen  years  referred  ^ox 
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Widespread  epidemics  of  this  disease  have,  however, 
been  recorded  from  time  to  time  since  1510.,  that  of  1839- 
90  being  the  latest  of  any  considerable  magnitude  until 
that  just  experienced  in  1918,  although  many  localized 
epidemics  have  been  recorded  at  intervals,  and,  as  indica- 
ted by  the  above  figures,  sporadic  cases  have  annually 
occurred  in  the  Rhondda  as  elsewhere.  No  convincing  or 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  assumption  of  epidemic  or 
pandemic  proportions  of  the  outbreaks  of  influenza  has 
yet  been  given,  but  these  events  are  favoured  by  certain 
peculiarities  of  the  disease,  such  as : — 

(1)  Its  short  incubation  period ; 

(2)  its  highly  infectious  character  in  its  earliest 
stages  when  its  nature  is  often  unrecognised ; 

(3)  its  occurrence  in  all  degrees  of  severity  or  mild- 
ness, rendering  effective  preventive  measures 
difficult  or  impossible ; 

(4)  its  protean  character  making  difficult  an  early 
diagnosis  of  its  nature  ; 

(5)  the  shortness  of  the  period  for  which  an  attack 
confers  immunity. 

Given  its  introduction  into  a district  or  country,  other 
important  factors  favouring  its  spread  are  the  views  gener- 
ally held  that  the  disease  is  trivial  in  its  nature,  the 
failure  to  recognise  its  very  infectious  character,  the 
habit  of  spitting  still  prevalent  in  most  communities,  the 
well-intentioned  but  ill-advised  custom  of  neighbourly 
intervisitation  between  the  occupants  of  infected  and  un- 
infected houses,  the  great  amount  of  relatively  close  con- 
tact between  strangers  at  cinemas  and  other  places  of 
public  entertainment,  and  the  need  of  and  facilities  for 
intercommunication  between  districts  and  countries  far 
removed  from  each  other. 
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THE  EPIDEMIC  OF  1918. 

The  recent  epidemic  of  influenza,  which  was  reported 
,as  being  prevalent  in  various  parts  of  the  world  early  in 
the  year,  made  its  first  appearance  in  the  Rhondda  during 
the  third  week  in  June,  the  localities  to  first  contribute 
fatal  cases  being  Ferndale  and  Maerdy,  in  Ward  10, 
where  9 deaths  occurred.  The  epidemic  rapidly  spread 
with  the  result  that  in  the  course  of  the  first  week  in  J uly 
there  were  44  deaths,  the  majority  occurring  in  the  adjoin- 
ing Wards  8,  9,  and  10,  the  last-mentioned  alone  contri- 
buting eighteen  deaths.  During  the  succeeding  four 
weeks,  there  was  a steady  and  progressive  abatement,  the 
deaths  being  30,  26,  11,  and  3 respectively.  Thus  from 
the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  in  the  third  week  in 
June  until  the  end  of  July,  influenza  caused  a total  of  123 
deaths  throughout  the  Rhondda,  mainly  in  Wards  8,  9, 
and  10. 

After  a quiescent  interval  of  nearly  three  months 
(August,  September,  and  early  October)  there  was  a 
recurrence  of  the  epidemic  in  an  aggravated  form,  the  first 
week’s  death-rate  to  feel  the  prevalence  being  that  for 
the  week  ended  October  26th  with  14  deaths  from  influenza 
alone. 

There  was  a very  rapid  extension  so  that  during 
November  180  deaths  were  registered  from  the  disease,  the 
highest  number  in  any  one  week  being  52  during  the  week 
ended  the  9th  of  that  month.  The  epidemic  began  to 
wane  before  the  end  of  November,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  during  each  week  in  December  was  29,  18,  11,  and 
4 successively. 

\» 

The  accompanying  table  shows  the  weekly  and 
monthly  totals  of  deaths  from  influenza  throughout  the 
district  during  the  year. 


Deaths  from  Influenza  throughout  the  Bhondda  Urban  District  during  the  Year  1918. 
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other  districts  of  17  deaths  of  Rhondda  residents  who  diel  elsewhere,  and  of  the  outward  transference  to  other  districts  of 
45  deaths  of  persons  not  usually  resident  in  the  Rhondda. 
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Speaking  broadly,  it  may  be  said  that  the  first  epi- 
demic chiefly  affected  the  Rhondda  Facli  Yalley  and  the 
second  the  other  and  more  populous  valley.  The  incidence 
of  the  disease  upon  the  population  was  extremely  heavy, 
age,  sex,  and  occupation  having  apparently  no  influence  in 
this  connection.  The  chief  industry  (coal-mining)  was  dis- 
organised and  the  schools  were  depleted  of  both  staffs  and 
scholars.  Whole  households  were  in  many  instances 
struck  down  and  made  dependent  upon  the  ministrations  of 
neighbours,  inquiries  left  the  impression  that  but  few* 
families  altogether  escaped,  and  there  was  much  suffering 
and  sorrow.  The  medical  practitioners  were  overwhelmed 
with  work  at  a time  when  it  was  impracticable  to  secure 
medical  assistance,  but  they  showed  much  self-sacrifice  in 
the  performance  of  their  work,  some  carrying  on  heroically 
whilst  themselves  suffering  from  the  disease. 

The  incubation  period  appeared  to  be  about  two  or 
three  days.  In  one  instance,  when  the  circumstances  were 
such  as  to  justify  the  formation  of  a confident  opinion,  it 
was  18  hours,  an  invalid,  confined  to  bed  from  another 
cause,  having  been  infected  by  a visitor  who  was  suffering 
from  the  disease  in  an  incipient  stage  at  the  time  the  visit, 
— a short  one, — was  paid. 

The  onset  was  usually  sudden,  in  some  instances 
dramatically  so,  but  the  duration  in  the  vast  majority  of 
cases  was  not  more  than  3,  4,  or  5 days  with  moderate  rise 
of  temperature  and  no  complication.  Cases  of  pyrexia  and 
hyperpyrexia  occurred  and  were  usually  grave.  Epistaxis 
was  common,  hoemoptysis  was  frequent  in  cases  with  lung 
complications,  while  hoematemesis  was  by  no  means  rare. 
The  most  serious  cases  were  those  complicated  by  pneu- 
monia and  bronchitis.  Pneumonia, — lobar  and  lobular, — 
occurred  as  an  early  symptom  in  many  instances  but  more 
frequently  intervened  several  days  after  the  onset.  Acute 
bronchitis  with  pqrulent  expectoration  and  acute  oedema 
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of  tlie  lungs  with  suffocative  dyspnoea  were  also  common 
causes  of  death. 

Catarrhal  jaundice  was  frequently  present  in  cases  of 
ordinary  severity,  one  medical  practitioner  having  about  20 
cases  of  this  nature  on  his  list  of  patients  at  the  same  time. 

Many  patients  appeared  to  succumb  to  intense 
toxaemia  at  a very  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

Relapses  and  long-continued  ill-health  were  common, 
and,  as  far  as  can  be  judged,  second  attacks  were  compara- 
tively frequent,  the  protection  afforded  by  a previous 
attack  being  non-existent  or  evanescent. 

A leaflet  signed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
setting  forth  the  precautions  to  be  taken  for  the  prevention 
of  spread  of  influenza  was  distributed  to  the  public,  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  film,  “ Dr.  Wise  on  Influ- 
enza,” was  exhibited  at  cinemas  situated  in  certain 
populous  centres. 

All  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  district  were 
closed  from  the  11th  July  to  August  23rd. 

The  Council  also  exercised  the  powers  vested  in 
them  under  a local  Act,  viz. : — Section  42  of  the  Rhondda 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways  Exetensions,  etc.)  Act, 
1915,  and  thereunder  required  the  closure  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  from  the  13th  to  the  27th  July,  and  at  the  same 
time  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  owners  or  managers  of 
theatres  and  cinemas  to  assist  the  Council  in  their  efforts 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  temporarily  dis- 
continuing their  afternoon  performances, 
v 

The  majority  of  the  public  elementary  schools  were 
again  closed  for  varying  periods  ranging  from  four  to 
fifteen  days  during  the  mouths  of  October  and  November 


and  the  first  two  weekls  of  December,  and  teachers  were 
authorised  to  exclude  children  known  to  come  from  homes 
at  which  the  disease  existed. 

The  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Influenza) 
Regulations,  1918,  and  the  Public  Health  (Influenza) 
Regulations,  (No.  2)  1918,  were  carried  out  in  regard  to 
places  of  public  entertainment.  The  Council,  on  Novem- 
ber 27th,  also  issued  an  appeal  to  the  managers  of  all 
cinemas  and  theatres  to  exclude  all  children  under  14  years 
from  attendance  at  exhibitions  so  long  as  the  epidemic 
continued,  irrespective  of  whether  the  public  elementary 
schools  in  the  district  were  closed  or  not.  The  appeal  met 
with  a ready  response  in  some  localities  but  was  ignored 
in  others. 

In  the  absence  of  sufficient  hospital  accommodation, 
it  was  not  possible  to  make  arrangements  for  hospital  treat- 
ment of  the  disease  and  opportunities  to  provide  adequate 
nursing  assistance  were  not  available.  The  district  being 
wholly  an  industrial  area,  the  contract  system  of  medical 
service  in  vogue  enabled  practically  every  person  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a medical  practitioner  when  necessary. 

Pursuant  to  the  memorandum  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  a circular  letter  was  addressed  to  all  medical 
practitioners  on  the  25th  November  pointing  out  that 
prophylactic  vaccine  for  influenza  was  available  for  their 
use,  and  requesting  them  to  state  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  it  was  thought  that  the  vaccine  could  be  utilised. 

Seven  applications  were  received  from  medical  practi- 
tioners for  a supply  of  vaccine.  Two  of  the  medical  practi- 
tioners to  whom  it  was  supplied  did  not  use  it.  The  third 
states  "that  he  had  no  opportunity  of  making  any  observa- 
tions upon  the  effect  of  its  use.  In  the  other  cases  the 
observations  made  by  the  medical  practitioners  are  as 
follow : — 
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Dr.  “A.” — Two  women  were  vaccinated.  Both  escaped 
influenza . 

Dr.  “B.” — Four  persons  were  vaccinated,  three  with 
two  injections  and  one  with  one  injection. 
In  one  case  there  was  local  inflammation 
at  the  seat  of  the  injection,  but  no  general 
symptoms.  None  of  the  four  contracted 
the  disease. 

Dr.  “C.” — In  the  only  two  cases  in  which  vaccine  was 
used,  it  could  not  be  decided  whether  the 
course  of  the  disease  was  affected  at  all, 
clinical  evidence  alone  being  unreliable. 
Both  patients  survived. 

Dr.  “D.” — Vaccinated  himself  on  the  evening  of 
December  5th,  malaise  Friday  noon,  tem- 
perature 100,  violent  headache  with 
diarrhoea  until  Sunday  night,  December 
8 th. 

The  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  by  all  the 
medical  practitioners  in  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
patients  to  submit  themselves  to  this  form  of  treatment. 

An  analysis  of  the  two  appended  tables,  showing  the 
incidence  of  deaths  upon  the  population  according  to  sex, 
age,  and  locality  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  sug- 
gests the  universalness  of  the  epidemic.  It  may  also  be 
stated  that  the  figures  tend  to  show  the  greater  incidence 
of  the  disease  upon  the  female  section  of  the  population, 
especially  having  regard  to  the  considerable  excess  of 
males  over  females  which  characterises  the  Rhondda  com- 
munity. 

There  seems,  however,  no  justification  for  drawing 
any  conclusion,  from  the  somewhat  equivocal  figures 
given,  in  support  of  the  predisposing  influence  of  condi- 
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tions  usually  held  to  increase  the  susceptibility  of  those 
subject  to  them. 


TABLE  I. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Influenza  during  each  week  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
1918,  classified  according  to  age  and  sex. 
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TABLE  II. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Influenza  during  each  week  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year* 
1918,  classified  according  to  locality  and  sex. 


COLLIERY  FATA&ITIES. 

1918. 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Death-rate  per  1,000,  Rhondda  ...  ...  ...  .45 


Sixty-six  deaths  were  caused  by  colliery  accidents  in 
the  course  of  1918,  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  .45  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  This  rate  is  .13  per  1,000  greater 
than  that  for  1917,  and  is  .07  per  1,000  highe?than  the 
average  death-rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  (1908-1917). 
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INQUESTS. 

Total  in  1918 126 

Rate  per  cent,  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  5.67 

The  total  number  of  inquests  held  jnounted  to  126 
during  the  year.  Of  the  2,224  deaths  registered  in  the  dis- 
trict, 93.93  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practi- 
tioners, 5.67  per  cent,  by  coroners,  and  .40  per  cent,  were 
uncertified. 


THE  TYNTYLA  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  conditions  and  arrangements  at  the  hospital  re- 
mained without  material  alteration  throughout  the  year, 
the  accommodation  providing  for  the  reception  and  treat- 
ment simultaneously  of  three  infectious  diseases  in  the 


following  proportions : — 

Ordinary- 

Observaiton 

Beds. 

Beds. 

Diphtheria 

...  20 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

...  20 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  34 

2 

— ■ 

— 

74 

6 

There  is  also  accommodation  for  eight  or  ten  patients 
in  the  small  building  formerly  constituting  the  isolation 
hospital  for  the  whole  area. 


The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  into  the  hospi- 
tal in  the  course  of  the  year  1918  amounted  to  179,  whereas 
the  numbers  for  the  seven  immediately  preceding  years 
were  231,  385,  441,  344,  398,  314,  and  215  respectively. 
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The  following  table  furnishes  a summary  of  the 
number  of  cases  treated,  the  number  of  deaths  from  each 
disease,  and  the  fatality  which  resulted  from  each  of  the 
diseases  treated  during  1918. 


Wo.  of 

No.  of 

Mortality 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

per  cent. 

Diphtheria 

..  74 

*4 

5.4 

Typhoid  F ever  

..  19 

t3 

...  15.8 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  86 

3 

3.5 

Totals  ., 

..  179 

10 

5.6 

*One  of  the  four  fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  died  at  the 
Cardiff  Hospital  where  it  had  been  removed,  after  a suc- 
cessful tracheotomy,  for  the  purpose  of  decanulement. 

tOne  of  the  three  fatal  cases  of  typhoid  was  diagnosed 
after  admission  as  suffering  from  Acute  Phthisis  and 
another  of  the  remaining  two  as  paratyphoid. 


Below  a table  is  given  to  show  the  mortality  rate  of 
hospital-treated  cases  as  compared  with  that  of  patients 
treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  also  the  case-mortality  for 
the  whole  area,  both  groups  of  cases  included. 


Whole 

District. 

Hospital 

Cases. 

Hestof  Dist. 
(Hospital 
excluded.) 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Diphtheria  (including 
membranous  croup)  . . . 
Typhoid  Fever  (includ- 
ing continued  fever)  .. 
Scarlet  Fever 

i20  11  9*2 

21  5 23*8 

127  5 3*9 

74  4 5*4 

19  3 15*8 

86  3 3*5 

46  7 15.2 

2 2 100.0 

41  2 4.9 

lj68  21  7T8 

179  10  5*6 

89  11  12.4 
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Each  district  ward,  to  the  extent  given  in  the  sub- 
joined table,  contributed  to  make  up  the  total  number  of 
patients  admitted  to  the  hospital. 


RECOVERED  CASES. 


FATAL  CASES. 


Ward. 

Diph- 

Typhoid 

Scarlet 

Diph-  Typhoid  Scarlet 

theria. 

Fever 

Fever. 

theria.  Fever. 

Fever. 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 0 

0 

2 

6 

2 

14 

0 1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

5 

4 

2 

12 

0 0 

0 

6 

13 

0 

8 

0 1 

0 

7 

12 

6 

16 

0 1 

2 

8 

11 

1 

9 

2 0 

0 

9 

15 

3 

18 

1 0 

1 

10 

1 

0 

4 

0 0 

0 

.Totals. 

70 

16 

83 

4 3 

3 

The  average  time  spent  in  hospital  by  recovered  cases 
was  41  days  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  (with  extremes  vary- 
ing from  14  to  83  days),  48  days  in  tlie  case  of  typhoid 
fever  (between  the  limits  of  28  and  88  days),  and  47  days 
in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  (with  extremes  of  20  and  111 
days).  For  the  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  the  average 
time  in  hospital  was  13  days  in  diphtheria  (from  1 to  32 
days),  14  days  in  typhoid  (from  4 to  31  days),  and  20  days 
in  scarlet  fever  (from  5 to  45  days). 

The  difficulty  experienced  during  the  war  in  obtaining 
the  goods, — including  provisions, — required  at  the  hospital 
was  somewhat  increased  during  the  year  and  there  was  a 
general  advance  in  prices.  Generally,  tradesmen  were  un- 
able, or  unwilling,  under  the  conditions  which  prevailed, 
to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  supply  of  hospital  requisites, 
even  of  those  whose  prices  were  not  controlled,  with  the 
result  that  the  provisioning  and  maintenance  of  the  hospi- 
tal throughout  the  year  caused  us  much  anxiety,  most  of 
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wliicli  was  borne  by  Miss  R,  E.  Smith,  the  Matron,  upon 
whom  largely  devolved  the  task  of  obtaining  the  required 
goods  in  the  open  market  upon  the  most  advantageous 
terms  obtainable. 

In  consequence  of  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  of 
the  relatively  small  number  of  patients  admitted  during 
the  year,  the  maintenance  rate  per  patient  per  week  rose 
to  £3  3s.  7d.,  which  is  in  excess  of  that  for  the  previous 
year- by  9s.  9d.,  or  18  per  cent. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURE  IN  1918. 

£ s.  d. 


Salaries  and  Wages  ... 

...  1158 

12 

7 

Health  Insurance  Contributions 

...  18 

8 

5 

Bread 

...  105 

2 

11 

Eggs  

...  12 

19 

6 

Fish 

...  40 

11 

0 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

...  68 

11 

0 

Milk  

...  354 

4 

4 

Meat 

...  311 

5 

8 

Groceries 

...  383 

3 

4 

Stimulants  (Brandy,  etc.) 

...  10 

4 

0 

Drugs,  Instruments,  etc. 

...  125 

11 

7 

Drysaltery  (Soap,  Polishes,  etc.) 

...  69 

5 

2 

Methylated  Spirits,  Turpentine,  etc.  ... 

...  13 

18 

5 

Gas 

...  54 

9 

2 

Electricity 

...  93 

12 

1 

Water 

...  35 

4 

2 

Gas,  Water,  and  Electricity  Repairs  ... 

...  5 

10 

8 

Fuel 

...  286 

8 

9 

Horse  Feed,  Shoeing,  Saddlery,  etc.  ... 

...  95 

8 

8 

Advertisements  ... 

...  4 

15 

0 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc. 

...  43 

1 

8 

Postages,  Fares,  and  Carriage  ... 

...  3 

13 

9 

Telephone  Charges  (Maintenance,  etc.) 

...  12 

11 

6 

Boiler  Insurance .. , 

3 

17 

3 
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General  District  Rate  ... 
Poor  Rate 

Crockery,  Drapery,  etc. 
Ironmongery 
Brushes,  etc. 

Ambulance  Repairs  

Boiler  Repairs  ... 

Repairs  to  Cart  ... 

Electrical  Lamps  and  Fittings 
Garden  Requisites  and  Labour 
General  Repairs  ... 

Sundries  ... 


£ 

a. 

d. 

...  45 

17 

2 

...  G6 

14 

0 

...  40 

19 

9 

...  3 

9 

8 

...  17 

11 

1 

...  6 

8 

3 

...  15 

6 

6 

...  3 

16 

6 

...  24 

2 

3 

...  69 

6 

3 

...  22 

11 

11 

...  5 

9 

11 

£3632 

3 

10 

PENRHYS  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

As  no  suspected  or  definite  case  of  small-pox  occurred 
throughout  the  district  in  the  course  of  the  year,  there  was 
no  occasion  to  use  the  Penrhys  Isolation  Hospital,  which, 
however,  was  always  kept  in  a state  of  preparedness  for 
the  reception  of  one  or  more  cases  of  this  disease. 


SCAVENGING  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

There  continues  to  be  a want  of  uniformity  as  regards 
both  the  methods  and  thoroughness  with  which  the  col- 
lection and  final  disposal  of  the  house  refuse  throughout 
the  district  is  carried  out.  Owing  to  the  high  prices  asked 
for  by  contractors  for  carrying  out  the  work  in  certain 
localities,  especially  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the 
Council  have  from  time  to  time  undertaken  the  collection, 
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haulage,  and  disposal  of  the  refuse  of  a few  sub-districts, 
so  that  during  the  year  1918  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  urban  district  was  thus  dealt  with. 

As  in  the  case  of  recent  years,  the  final  disposal  of  the 
refuse  took  the  form  either  of  destruction  at  the  Council’s 
Destructor  and  Electricity  Works  at  Dinas,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr  J.  M.  Bowman,  or  of  dumping  at  twelve 
tips  or  depots  scattered  throughout  the  district.  By  the 
former  method  19,856  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  dur- 
ing the  year,  the  daily  rate  of  destruction  amounting  to 
63  tons. 

More  than  twice  this  quantity  was  deposited  at  the 
tips  already  referred  to.  Although  the  amount  burnt  was 
about  one-fourth  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  this 
method  is  not  yet  employed  to  the  extent  of  the  80  tons 
with  which  the  destructor  is  capable  of  dealing  daily. 

According  to  the  information  obtained  from  Mr.  E. 
H.  Barber,  the  Surveyor,  the  cost  of  scavenging  the  area 
again  suffered  an  increase  in  the  course  of  the  year  ended 
September  30th,  1918,  the  total  amount  having  reached 
£17,680,  or  at  the  rate  of  12s.  6d.  per  house  per  year  as 
compared  with  11s.  2d.  in  the  previous  year. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Owing  to  the  effects  of  subsidence,  portions 
of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district  have 
suffered  serious  damage  during  recent  years, 

the  most  southerly  portion  (Hafod)  being  especially  impli- 
cated. A successful  attempt  was  made  soon  after  the  out- 
break of  the  war  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  borrow  a sufficient  amount  to  deal 
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effectively  with  the  conditions  hut  the  permission  then 
given  for  the  snm  of  <£17,000  was  withdrawn  before 
effective  action  could  be  taken.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
however,  a renewal  of  the  sanction  has  been  obtained  and 
the  work  of  restoration  has  been  begun,  the  approved 
scheme  involving  a considerable  alteration  of  that  first 
carried  ont. 

Surveys  preparatory  to  the  sewerage  of  a group  of  un- 
connected houses  at  Appletree,  Dinas,  are  also  being  made 
and  when  the  work  will  be  carried  out,  a serious  defect  in 
the  sewerage  scheme  of  the  district  will  be  removed. 

The  number  of  houses  within  the  Urban  District  still 
unconnected  with  the  sewerage  system  amounts  to  291,  as 
compared  with  290  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year,’  1917, 
295  at  the  end  of  1916,  and  4,290  in  1897.  The  distribu- 
tion of  those  still  remaining  unconnected  is  shown  in  the 
subjoined  table : — 

Sanitary  District  No.  1 contains  21  unconnected  houses. 

a % j)  12  ,, 

,,  3 „ 58  „ 

„ 4 „ 63 

5 „ 67 

6 ,,  <0  ,, 

The  extent  and  character  of  the  means  of  excrement 
disposal  throughout  the  Rhondda  Urban  District  at  the 
end  of  1918  are  set  out  in  the  appended  table,  which  is 
a summary  of  the  return*  and  reports  furnished  periodic- 
ally by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

No.  of  Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  (middens, 

cesspits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

No.  of  Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  (pails)  46 
No.  of  Water  Closets  (freshwater,  cistern-flushed)  24,399 
No.  of  Water  Closets  (waste  water)  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Water  Closets  (hand  flushed)  ...  ,..  3,49Q 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 


There  lias  been  no  cliange  in  the  number  of  registered 
common  lodging-houses  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
There  are  10  of  these  establishments  In  the  district,  one 
at  Pentre,  six  at  Ystrad,  one  at  Penygraig,  and  two  at 
Pinas,  the  total  providing  accommodation  for  387  persons. 

There  are  no  registered  houses  let  in  lodgings 
throughout  the  urban  area. 


REPORTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  statistical  matter,  the 
following  subjects  were  dealt  with  in  the  reports  placed 
before  the  Council  during  the  year : — 

Closing  Orders,  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Closing  Orders  in  operation  for  three  or  more  months. 
Determination  of  Closing  Orders  (3). 

Food  Control  (3). 

General  Death-rate  for  1918. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (3). 

Carnegie  Model  Welfare  Centre. 

Day  Nurseries. 

Local  Authorities  (Food  Control)  Order  (No.  1)  1918, 
and  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 
Offensive  Trade. 

Pig-keeping  and  Collection  of  Waste. 

Pig  Food,  Collection  of.  National  Salvage, 
Prevention  of  Waste. 

Provision  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin, 
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Public  Healtli  (Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and 
Acute  Polio-Encephalitis)  Regulations,  1918. 

Public  Health  (Cerebro-Spinal  Fever)  Regulations, 
1918. 

Public  Health  (Influenza)  Regulations  and  Public 
Health  (Influenza)  Regulations,  (No.  2),  1918. 

Influenza  (2). 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1918. 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (No.  2), 
1918. 

Retail  Business  ^Licensing)  Order,  1918. 

River  Pollution. 

Scavenging  of  Clydach  Yale  (Section  15). 

Shops  Act,  1912,  Proposed  Amendent  of  Existing 
Closing  Order.  » 


ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889  ; The 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 ; and  the 
Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Part  III., 
were  adopted  by  the  Rhondda  Council  from  January  1st, 
1894,  and  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  from 
April  28th,  1909. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year,  the  following  were  condemned  as  un- 
fit for  the  food  of  man,  and  their  use  for  such  purpose 
prevented : — 

Beef  7784  lbs. 

Mutton  (tinned) 60  lbs. 

Bacon  1157  lbs, 
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Ham  

Pluck  

Sausage  ... 

Herrings  ... 

Do 

Kippered  Herrings 
Do.  Do. 

Bloaters  ... 

Haddock  ... 

Fisk  (Assorted)  ... 
Crayfish  ... 

Prawns 
Salmon 
Lobster 
Sardines  ... 

Bloater  Paste 

Ham  and  Tongue  Paste 

Meat  Paste 

Babbits 

Rabbit 

Corned  Beef 

Pressed  Beef 

Tongue 

Tomatoes  ... 

Tomato  Ketchup  . . . 

Pork  and  Beans  ... 
Baked  Beans 
Mixed  Fruit 
Do. 

Oats  

Mustard  ... 

Butter 

Pineapple 

Pears 

Apricots  ... 

Peaches 

Jams  


579  lbs. 

147  lbs. 

27  lbs. 

112  lbs. 

4 tins. 
459  lbs. 

1 tin. 

154  lbs. 

14  lbs. 
me  lbs. 

1 tin. 

1 tin. 

43  tins. 

1 tin. 

2 tins. 

4 tins. 

1 tin. 

1 tin. 

36 

2 tins. 

341  lbs. 

21  lbs. 

2 fins. 

35  tins 

1 bottle. 

1 tin. 

1 tin. 

2 bottles. 

3 tins. 

3 lbs. 

1 tin. 

445  lbs. 

19  tins. 

4 tins. 

2 tins. 

2 tins. 

4 lbs. 
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Condensed  Milk  ... 

Eggs  

Eggs  (Liquid) 

Pickles 

Cheese 

Flour  

Preserved  Currants 

Syrup  

Sauce 

Coffee 

Cakes 

Milk  

Cabbage  ... 


...  83  tins. 

...  3435 
...  1140  lbs. 

18  bottles. 
...  120  lb,. 

63  lbs. 

1 tin. 

5 lbs. 

1 bottle. 

2 bottles. 
20  lbs. 

51  gallons. 
2 tons. 


POLICE  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 


Summary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings  during  1918. 


No. 

Court. 

Offence. 

Result. 

1 

Porth 

Selling:  peas  other  than  by  weight 
and  above  maximum  price 

Fined  £3 

2 

Ystrad 

Selling  damson  and  apple  jam 
above  maximum  price 

Fined  £3 

3 

Ystrad 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  costs 

4 

Ystrad 

Emptying  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Fined  £1 

5 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

6 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 

weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

7 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 

weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  57- 

8 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs  57- 

9 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

10 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  od 

weekly  half-ho  iday 

Payment  of  costs,  57- 

11 

Ystrad 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half  holiday 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 

No. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 
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lary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings — continued. 


Offence, 


Resutt. 


Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  4 assistant  on 
weekly  half  holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assi  tant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half -holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday 
Selling  potatoes  above  maximum 
price 

Failing  to  keep  accurate  records  ... 
Selling  meat  above  maximum  price 
Shop  open  on  weekly  half-holiday 
Selling  meat  above  maximum  price 

Selling  meat  above  maximum  price 

Selling  meat  above  maximum  price 

Selling  potatoes  above  maximum 
price 

Failing  to  exhibit  price  list  .. 
Failing  to  keep  accurate  records  ... 
Selling  potatoes  above  maximum 
price 

Failing  to  keep  accurate  records  . . 


Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Paymentof  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs, 5/- 
Paymenfc  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  51- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Fined  £5 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Dismissed 
Payment  of  cos4  s 
Fined  £20  or  14  days 
imprisonment 
Fined  £30  or  3 wks 
imprisonment 
Fined  £50  or  2 mtlis 
impiisonment 
Fined  £17 

Fined  £9 
Fined  30  - 
Fined  £17 

Payment  of  costs, 
10/- 


Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  ... 
Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  p°rson  . . 
Obstructing  shop  inspector  in  the 
performance  of  his  duties 
Depositing  refuse  on  lane 


Dismissed 

Dismissed 

Dismissed 

Bound  over  in  the 
sum  of  £5  for  12 
mths 


No. 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 
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nary  of  Police  Court  Proceedings— continued. 


Offence. 


Result. 


Depositing  refuse  on  lane 


Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (filthy 
house) 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (filthy 
house) 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances  (filthy 
house) 

Depositing  refuse  against  allotment 
fencing .... 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  . . 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  person  ... 

Employing  shop  assistant  on 
weekly  half-holiday  .. 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 


Failing  to  abate  nuisances 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half -holiday  ... 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  person  ... 

Failing  to  provide  seat  where  female 
shop  assistants  were  employed  ... 

Failing  t)  exhibit  notice  re  shop 
assistants’  weekly  half-holiday  ... 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  as  to  hours 
of  employment  of  young  person  ... 

Failing  to  provide  seat  where  female 
shop  assistants  were  employed  ... 

Failing  to  abate  nuisances 


Failing  to  abate  nuisances 


Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business 

Failing  to  exhibit  notice  re  mixed 
business 

Shop  open  after  closing  tin  e 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 


Bound  over  in  the 
sum  of  £5  for  12 
rnths 

To  vacate  premises 
within  28  days 
To  vacate  premises 
within  28  days 
To  vacate  premises 
within  28  days 
Fined  10/- 

Fined  10/- 

Fined  £2 

Fined  £2 

Abate — payment  of 
costs 

Ordered  to  abate  in 
14  days,  and  pay 
costs 

Payment  of  costs, 
13/6 

Fined  10/- 
Fined  10/- 
Fined  10/- 
Fined  5/- 


Fined  5/- 
Dismissed 

Ordered  to  abate — 
penalty  of  5/-  per 
day  in  default 
Ordered  to  abate — 
penalty  of  5/-  per 
day  in  default 
Fined  10/- 

Fined  £1 

Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Payment  of  costs,  5/- 
Fined  £5 
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An  analysis  of  the  foregoing  statement  of  Police 
Court  Proceedings  during  tlie  year  shows  that  37  actions 
were  instituted  for  offences  under  the  Shops  Acts,  13 
under  the  Orders  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  9 for  failure  to 
abate  nuisances  (involving  10  premises),  and  3 for  deposit- 
ing refuse  in  road  or  lane. 


DISINFECTION. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  course  of  the  year  in 
the  scheme  of  disinfection  followed  in  the  district. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supplies  of  the  district  did  not  undergo  any 
material  alteration  throughout  the  year,  and  the  heavy 
rainfall  experienced  and  its  distribution  in  point  of  time 
did  not  serve  to  disclose  the  imperfections  which  some  of 
them  are  known  to  possess. 

For  water-supply  purposes  the  district  as  a whole  is 
divided  into  two  areas.,  broadly  consisting  of  the  upper 
three-fourths  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr  Talley  supplied  by 
the  Council  and  the  Rhondda  Fach  Talley,  together  with 
the  remaining  one-fourth  of  the  Rhondda  Fawr  Talley, 
served  by  the  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda  Joint  Water 
Board. 

Within  each  of  the  two  areas  there  are  localities  or 
groups  of  houses  supplied  from  independent  sources, 
among  the  most  important  in  the  Council’ s area  of  supply 
being  Fernhill,  Caroline  St.,  Blaenrhondda,  Cwmparc, 
Ystrad,  Llwynypia,  and  Clydach  Tale,  the  total  aggregat- 
ing over  2,000  houses.  Within  the  Joint  Board’s  area 
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there  are  smaller  aggregations  of  houses  independently- 
supplied  at  Blaenllechau,  Pontygwaith,  Ynyshir,  Hafod, 
Cymmer,  Trebannog,  and  Penrhiwfer.  To  all  these 
instances  of  independent  supplies  there  are  serious 
objections,  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  conditions  pro- 
duced by  the  war  permit  much  will  be  done  to  remove 
these  shortcomings.  The  supply  of  Clydach  Yale  is 
especially  unsatisfactory  as  regards  the  character  of  the 
supply  as  shown  by  periodical  insufficiency,  liability  to 
contamination,  inadequacy  or  absence  of  any  means  of 
purification,  and  irregular  and  unsystematic  distribution. 
The  large  number  of  houses, — over  1,000, — dependent 
upon  this  supply  accentuates  the  anxiety  to  which  its 
deficiencies  give  rise. 

The  figures  kept  by  Mr.  Octavius  Thomas,  the  Coun- 
cil’s Gas  and  Water  Engineer,  record  that  only  5 new 
services  were  laid  on  during  the  year  within  the  Council’s 
area,  and  that  the  consumption  per  head  of  the  popula- 
tion was  19.73  gallons  per  day,  of  which  1.12  gallons  were 
supplied  for  trade  purposes,  all  water  provided  by  meter 
being  included  in  this  description. 


ADMINISTRATION. 

With  the  exceptions  of  Dr.  J.  P.  H.  Davies,  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  of  Mr.  H.  R.  Jones,  clerk, 
— the  services  of  both  of  whom  became  available  for  a 
portion  of  the  year  on  account  of  their  discharge  due  to 
physical  unfitness, — none  of  the  ten  members  of  the  de- 
partment serving  with  the  colours  returned  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  Owing,  however,  to  the  greater  com- 
petence acquired  by  the  temporary  members  of  the  staff 
less  inconvenience  was  experienced  than  in  the  three 
previous  years,  this  observation  being  especially  applic- 
able to  the  clerical  staff  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  A. 


61 


0.  Morgan,  who  acted  as  deputy  chief  clerk  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Rees. 


MILK  AND  OTHER  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  persons  now  engaged  in  the  production,  sale,  or 
distribution  of  milk  within  the  district  consist  of  the 
following  classes  in  the  numbers  indicated  : — 

Cow-keepers  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  16 

Cow-keepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  38 

Purveyors  of  Milk  and  Milkshop  Keepers  . ...  130 

As  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the 
previous  year,  the  first  group  shows  an  increase  of  three, 
the  second  no  change,  and  the  third  a decrease  of  four- 
teen. In  opposition  to  these  statistics  there  was  a re- 
duction in  the  amount  of  milk  produced  within  the  dis- 
trict of  55  gallons  per  diem,  or  14.5  per  cent.,  whereas 
the  amount  imported  has  increased  to  the  extent  of  579 
gallons  per  diem,  or  23.4  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  It  is  also  estimated  the  cows  within  the 
district  yielded  an  average  of  324  gallons  per  diem  while 
the  relatively  large  amount  of  3,049  gallons  is  daily  im- 
ported from  outside  the  area.  Thus  the  total  quantity  of 
ordinary  fresh  cow’s  milk  consumed  in  the  district  during 
the  year  amounted  to  1,231,510  gallons  and  is  equivalent 
to  0.183  pint,  per  diem  for  every  individual,  or  a decrease 
of  0.017  pint  on  the  previous  year,  the  amount  per  person 
for  the  five  immediately  preceding  years  (1913  to'  1917) 
being,  in  fraction  of  a pint,  0.16,  0.16,  0.14,  0.13,  and  0.20 
respectively. 

The  184  premises  concerned  with  the  production  and 
distribution  of  milk  and  the  29  private  slaughter-houses 
in  the  district  were  periodically  visited  during  the  year 
by  the  district  inspectors  under  whose  supervision  they 
are  placed. 
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FOOD  CONTROL. 

The  share  borne  by  the  Health  Department  of  the 
Council,  under  the  provisions  of  The  Local  Authorities 
(Food  Control)  Order  (No.  1),  1917,  in  the  administration 
of  the  Food  Control  Orders  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  continued  to  be  sustained  until  the  end  of.  February, 
1918,  when  all  the  duties  were  taken  over  by  the  Food 
Control  Committee.  On  the  appeal  of  that  Committee, 
however,  Messrs.  Gwilym  Griffiths  and  0.  M.  Lewis,  two 
of  the  Council’s  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  were  tem- 
porarily transferred  for  service  under  the  Food  Control 
Committee  on  February  25th,  but  the  former  returned 
to  the  Council  on  the  first  of  October. 

The  following  table  gives  the  essential  records  relat- 
ing to  the  portion  of  the  year  during  which  the  Health 
Committee  was  responsible  : — 


Number  of  Orders  received  ... 

60 

>) 

of  Shops  visited  — 

370 

of  Visits  to  other  Premises  re 

Waste  ... 

. 96 

of  Loaves  of  Bread  weighed 

18 

)) 

of  Offenders 

8 

)) 

of  Offences 

13 

)> 

of  Convictions 

12 

Fines 

imposed  ...  £155 

10s. 

Number  of  cases  dismissed  ... 

1 

HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  year  1918  only  served  to  accentuate  the  condi- 
tions commented  upon  in  the  report  for  the  previous  year. 
Only  10  new  dwelling-houses  were  passed  for  occupation 
throughout  the  whole  district  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
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this  being  much  the  smallest  number  on  record.  More- 
over, out  of  a total  of  70  plans  of  buildings  of  various 
kinds  submitted  during  the  year,  only  two  of  them  rela- 
ted to  dwelling-houses.  The  actual  number  of  houses 
rendered  available  for  occupation  during  the  year 
amounted  to  14,  the  additional  4 being  the  difference 
between  the  number  (4)  vacated  as  unfit  and  the  number 
(8)  made  fit  for  habitation  after  previous  closure. 

The  appended  table  sets  out  the  number  of  houses 
passed  for  occupation  since  the  year  1898 : — 


In  1898  there  were  317  new  houses  passed  for  occupation. 


„ 1899 

a 

157 

a 

a 

„ 1900 

it 

148 

a 

a 

„ 1901 

if 

187 

ft 

a 

„ 1902 

a 

334 

a 

a 

„ 1903 

a 

483 

ft 

a 

„ 1904 

a 

594 

a 

a 

„ 1905 

if 

317 

f t 

it 

„ 1906 

a 

879 

it 

it 

„ 1907 

a 

827 

tt 

a 

..  1908  . 

• 9 

829 

f « 

a 

„ 1909 

a 

1,025 

it 

a 

„ 1910 

a 

926 

a 

a 

„ 1911 

a 

769 

a 

a 

„ 1912 

a 

439 

a 

tt 

„ 1913 

a 

358 

a 

a 

„ 1914 

a 

308 

i i 

it 

„ 1915 

a 

146 

ti 

a 

„ 1916 

i f 

129 

a 

a 

„ 1917 

f i 

26 

>t 

1 1 

„ 1918 

if 

10 

a 

a 

The  local  distribution  of  the  houses  whose  erection 
was  completed  and  whose  occupation  was  effected  during 
the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — * 
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No  Louses  were  passed  for  occupation  in  No.  1 Ward. 


1  house  was 

1 house  was 

2 houses  were 
No  houses  were 

3 houses  were 
3 houses  were 

No  houses  were 
No  houses  were 
No  houses  were 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


10 


Rhondda. 


No  progress  of  an  effective  character  towards  the 
erection  of  houses  by  the  Council  was  made  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  the  two  sites  acquired  at  Penygraig  and 
Maerdy,  with  a total  accommodation  for  approximately 
200  houses,  being  still  unbuilt  upon.  The  observations 
in  the  report  for  1917  relating  to  the  general  situation 
continue  to  be  applicable. 


HOUSING.  TOWN  PLANNING,  etc.. 
ACT.  1909. 

The  abnormal  conditions  arising  out  of  the  war  ren- 
dered impossible  the  continuance  during  the  year  of  the 
systematic  house-to-house  inspection  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909.  The 
circumstances  produced  by  the  war  which  were  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  inactivity  were  the  increased  cost  of 
building  material,  the  restrictions  imposed  in  connexion 
with  its  purchase,  and  the  scarcity  of  skilled  labour.  The 
Local  Government  Board  also  had  issued  to  local  authori- 
ties in  1917  the  suggestion  or  direction  that  they  (the 
authorities)  should — 
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“refrain  from  requiring  the  execution  of  work,  the 
cost  of  which  was  to  be  borne  by  private  indi- 
viduals unless  the  work  is  urgently  necessary  for 
the  removal  of  nuisances  or  the  protection  of 
health.” 


PROCEDURE  UNDER  SECTION  '17  OF  THE  ACT. 

As  a result  of  the  inspections  made  3 houses  were 
found  to  be  in  such  a state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion, and  upon  representations  to  the  Council,  closing 
orders  were  made  in  respect  of  them  in  accordance  with 
Section  17  (2)  of  the  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  18 
of  the  Act  relating  to  demolition,  but  5 closing  orders 
were  determined  in  accordance  with  Section  17  (6),  the 
houses  having  been  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  concerning  some 
of  the  features  of  the  work  carried  on  in  the  course  of 
the  year : — 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17 
of  the  Act  of  1909  3 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on 
inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  3 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  mak- 
ing of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  , , , 3 


66 


Tlie  number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  3 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in 
which  were  remedied  without  the  making 
of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders  were  put  into  a 
fit  state  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  5 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1912  AND  1913. 


Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1917 2,519 

New  Shops  established  in  1918 417 

Shops  removed  from  Register  in  1918  ...  ...  563 

Nett  decrease  of  Shops  in  1918  ...  146 

Number  of  Shops  in  district  in  1918 2,373 

Number  of  Shops  subject  to  Local  Closing 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,101 

Number  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are 

employed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  892 

Number  of  Shops  exempted  from  Weekly  Half- 

Holiday  Order  1,196 

Number  of  Shops  in  which  Assistants  are  em- 
ployed that  are  exempted  from  Weekly 

Half-Holiday  Order  303 

Number  of  Assistants  in  exempted  Shops  ...  524 

Number  of  Shops  reported  as  requiring  a 

licence  under  the  Retail  Business  Order  ...  144 

Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Shops  Acts  dur- 
ing 1918  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3? 


The  number  of  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of 
offences  against  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Acts  and  the 
Orders  made  thereupder  amounted  to  37  in  the  course  of 
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tli©  year  and  involved  premises  situated  in  Wards  1,  3,  5, 
6,  7,  9 and  10.  The  offences  consisted  chiefly  of  the 
employment  of  assistants  on  their  specified  weekly  half- 
holidays, failure  to  exhibit  statutory  notices  or  to  close 
during  prohibited  hours,  want  of  seats,  and  wilful  obstruc- 
tion. In  24  cases  there  were  previous  convictions  and  in 
the  remaining  13  a warning  had  been  given  some  time 
prior  to  the  commission  of  the  offence  leading  to  the 
institution  of  proceedings. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  shops  during  the  year 
to  the  extent  of  146  was  chiefly  found  in  the  smUll  con- 
fectioners’ business,  no  fewer  than  102  belonging  to  that 
category.  This  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  difficulty  in 
obtaining  goods  during  the  general  shortage.  Tt  was  not 
necessary  to  prosecute  any  of  these  small  traders  during 
the  year  for  contravention  of  the  Closing  Orders. 

During  the  year  an  Order  came  into  force  making 
it  illegal  to  establish  a new  retail  business  except  under 
licence  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Service  and  impos- 
ing the  obligation  on  the  local  authority  to  report  new 
businesses  discovered  to  the  Licensing  Authority.  In  the 
course  of  the  year  144  new  shops  were  thus  reported.  The 
difference  in  number  between  the  417  new  shoos  estab- 
lished and  the  144  reported  to  the  Licensing  Authority  is 
accounted  for  bv  the  fact  that  a large  number  of  the 
shops  established  were  instances  of  transfer  of  ownership 
and  consequently  did  not  require  licences. 

There  were  146  fewer  shops  in  1918  than  in  1917.  On 
the  contrary  there  was  an  increase  of  68  in  the  number 
of  shops  at  which  assistants  were  employed,  involving  an 
increase  of  146  assistants. 

The  closing  order  made  under  Regulation  10B  of 
the  Defence  of  the  Realm  (Consolidation)  Regulations, 
1914,  remained  in  force  during  the  year  and  was  enforced 
by  the  Police  Authorities. 


Report  of  the  Shops  Inspector  for  the  Year  1918, 
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In  the  course  of  1918  an  application  was  made  by 
the  fish-fryers  of  the  district  for  an  extension  to  their 
trade  of  the  provisions  of  Section  4 of  the  Shops  Act, 
1912,  and  the  signatures  attached  to  the  petition  were 
verified,  but  the  application  was  subsequently  withdrawn 
on  the  grounds  that  it  was  intended  to  take  national 
action  after  the  war  and  that  an  appeal  had  been  made 
to  the  fish-fryers  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  place  all 
possible  facilities  at  the  disposal  of  the  public  during  the 
general  shortage  of  food. 

In  the  continued  absence  on  war  service  of  Inspector 
T.  Osborne,  the  duty  of  inspecting  and  supervising  the 
shops  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  devolved,  as  in 
the  three  previous  years,  upon  Inspector  R.  Thwaites, 
who  gave  his  attention  impartially  to  the  ten  w'ards,  with 
the  result  that  only  3 of  them  escaped  prosecution  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  ACT.  1903. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  there  was  a considerable  in- 
crease in  the  employment  of  children  in  shops  owing  to 
the  general  shortage  of  labour.  The  children  thus  em- 
ployed are  not,  technically  speaking,  shop  assistants,  their 
duties  mainly  consisting  of  the  dispatch  of  goods  and  the 
running  of  errands.  Many  instances  were  investigated 
of  boys  being  thus  employed  before  they  were  entitled  to 
leave  school,  but  an  interview  with  the  employer  served, 
in  every  case,  to  secure  a return  of  the  boy  to  school. 

The  bye-laws  framed  under  this  Act  for  regulating 
street  trading  are  chiefly  administered  by  the  County 
Police  Authorities. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT.  1901. 

Section  132  of  this  Act,  which  became  operative  on 
January  1st,  1902,  requires  that: — “The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in  his  annual 
report  to  them,  report  specially  on  the  administration  of 
this  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send 
a copy  of  his  annual  report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with 
the  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.’ ’ 

The  number  of  workshops  throughout  the  district  in 
1918  amounted  to  1,065,  or  2 fewer  than  in  1917.  This 
may  be  considered  satisfactory  having  regard  that  the 
decrease  recorded  for  the  previous  year  amounted  to  81. 

During  the  year  494  visits  were  made  by  the  district 
inspectors  to  factories  and  workshops  within  the  urban 
area  and  served  to  discover  3 defects  capable  of  being 
dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  clauses  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act.  In  two  instances  the  notices  served 
in  connection  with  sanitary  defects  found  were  satis- 
factorily complied  with,  while  the  remaining  notice  served 
had  not  had  the  desired  effect  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

There  are  156  bakehouses  in  the  district,  or  an  in- 
crease of  five  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  These 
received  695  visits  of  inspection.  Generally  speaking, 
they  are  small,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  each  gives  em- 
ployment to  only  one  or  two  persons.  Underground  bake- 
houses, in  the  full  sense  of  the  term,  do  not  exist  through- 
out the  urban  area. 

There  are  practically  no  outworkers  engaged  in  the 
district. 

All  plans  for  new  workshops  come  before  the  Sur- 
veyor’s and  Medical  Officer’s  Departments  before  being 
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submitted  to  the  appropriate  Committees  for  consideration, 
and  adequate  and  suitable  sanitary  accommodation  is 
required  in  all  cases. 

The  following  tables  set  out  the  number  and  classifi- 
cation of  the  workshops  in  the  district  and  the  work  done 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 

1901. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces  in  the  Rhondda  in  Wards 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

| Total 

Bootmakers 

'0 

14 

19 

16  1 

15 

18 

10 

14 

20 

11 

! 147 

Bakers 

13 

24 

15 

13 

15 

11 

1C 

16 

14 

19 

156 

Blacksmiths 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 21 

Barbers 

7 

12 

12 

10 

13 

10 

10 

11 

14 

9 

| 108 

Bottling  Stores  ... 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Carpenters 

7 

11 

11 

5 

4 

6 

4 

7 

9 

10 

I 74 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

6 

11 

9 

11 

12 

11 

8 

12 

18 

10 

108 

Coachmakers 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

9 

Cycle  Repairers  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Dressmakers 
Dressmakers  and 

12 

13 

16 

18 

18 

8 

5 

13 

19 

13 

135 

Milliners  (Comb.) 

J- 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

2 

16 

Glaziers 

— 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

i 13 

Jewellers 

3 

2 

3 

2 

2 

6 

1 

5 

2 

5 

31 

Laundries 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Milliners 

5 

7 

12 

7 

7 

6 

4 

8 

10 

11 

77 

Picture  Framers  ... 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

14 

Printers 

1 

1 

1 

± 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

J 

6 

Plumbers 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

17 

Saddlers 

Monumental 

1 

— 

— _ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

Masons... 



3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

9 

Sweet  Makers 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Tailors 

4 

6 

16 

5 

3 

6 

4 

5 

5 

6 

60 

Tinmen 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 

2 

— 

8 

Quarries 

5 

4 

4 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

34 

Totals 

81 

119 

141 

104 

1 

98 

98 

76 

111 

130 

107 

1065 

Inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

(4) 

Factories— 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

49 

— 

— 

Workshops. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

445 

1 

3 

— 

73 


Defects  found  in  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
Prosecu- 
tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied  | 

Referred 

to 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts— 

Want  of  Cleanliness. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Accommo- 

dation. 

Unsuitable  or  defec- 
tive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act— 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouse  (s.101) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  Bakehouses  (ss.97 
to  100) 

_ 

_ 





Other  Offences— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3 

2 

— 

— 
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Factories  and  Workshops.  Other  Matters. 


CLASS. 

(1) 


Matters  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(S.  133)  . ... 

Action  taken  in  matters 


(2) 


referred  by  H.M. Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (S.  5.) 


Defects  notified  by  H.M.  Inspector. 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 
Inspector  ... 


Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Number 


APPENDIX. 
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Table  1. 

Population  of  the  Rhondda  Valley  since  1801. 


Year. 

Houses 

j 

Persons. 

Persons  per 
House. 

. 

In- 

habited. 

Unin- 

habit- 

ed. 

Build- 

ing. 

Males 

Females. 

Total. 

alSOl 

265 

277 

542 

1811 

283 

293 

576 

1821 

309 

338 

647 

1831 

277 

265 

542 

1841 

386 

362 

748 

1851 

493 

458 

951 

1861 

561 

107 

5 

1,669 

1,366 

3,035 

5-4 

1871 

2,710 

32 

62 

9,559 

7,355 

16,914 

6 '2 

61871 

23,950 

1881 

9,193 

340 

158 

30,877 

24,755 

55,632 

6 0 

1891 

13,551 

146 

374 

50,174 

38,177 

88,351 

6*5 

1901 

19,210 

368 

112 

62,315 

51,420 

113,735 

5-92 

1911 

26,250 

457 

444 

83,209 

69,572 

152,781 

5-82 

1918 

165,041 

NOTES. 

(a)  The  census  returns  for  1801  include  Rhigos,  which  is  not 
within  the  present  area  of  the  Rhondda  District. 

(i b ) Portions  of  the  Llanwonno  and  Llantrisant  Districts  were 
added  to  the  Rhondda  District  on  October  1st,  1879. 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  population  in  the  enlarged 
area  in  1871  at  23,950. 
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Table  7. 

Number  of  Births,  Birth-rate,  number  of  Deaths  of 
Children  under  one  year  of  age,  Infantile  Mortality-rate, 
number  of  Deaths,  and  Death-rate  in  each  year  since  1891. 


Year. 

Total 
N umber 
of 

Births 

General 
Birth-rate 
per  1,000. 

Number  of 
deaths  of 
children 
under  one 
year  of  age. 

Infantile 

Mortality- 

rate 

per  1,000 
births. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

General 

Death- 

rate 

per  1,000. 

1891 

3,935 

44-3 

862 

219 

2,255 

25*4 

1892 

3,916 

42  9 

757 

193 

1,804 

198 

1893 

4,149 

443 

932 

225 

2,132 

22-8 

1894 

3,715 

387 

757 

2C4 

1,706 

17*7 

1895 

4,245 

43  1 

997 

235 

2,246 

22-8 

1896 

4,328 

42-9 

855 

198 

2,105 

20-8 

1897 

4,109 

39-7 

838 

204 

2,049 

20-1 

1898 

4,120 

38-8 

793 

192 

1,979 

18*8 

1899 

4,089 

37-5 

1,016 

248 

2,419 

22  4 

1900 

4,469 

40 '0 

839 

188 

2,181 

19*9 

1901 

4,586 

40*0 

1,020 

222 

2,431 

212 

1902 

4,937 

41-8 

883 

179 

2,190 

18-6 

1903 

4,897 

40-3 

778 

159 

1,998 

16*4 

1904 

4,860 

38-8 

925 

190 

2,345 

18*7 

1905 

4,664 

36-2 

927 

199 

2,402 

18*6 

1906 

4,751 

358 

821 

173 

2,074 

15  6 

1907 

4,831 

35-3 

782 

162 

2,133 

15*6 

1908 

5,454 

38-7 

1,002 

184 

2,516 

17  9 

1909 

5,577 

38-4 

724 

130 

2,231 

15*4 

1910 

5,628 

37-7 

770 

137 

2,181 

14-6 

1911 

5,491 

35  7 

902 

164 

2,352 

15-3 

1912 

5,236 

33  1 

666 

127 

2,182 

138 

1913 

5,505 

34*0 

766 

139 

2,360 

14*6 

1914 

5,558 

34  2 

762 

137 

2,410 

14*8 

1915 

4,983 

30-0 

567 

114 

2,218 

142 

1916 

4,481 

26-8 

471 

105 

1,940 

126 

1917 

4,145 

24.1 

425 

103 

1,977 

12-8 

1918 

4,346 

26  3 

448 

103 

2,340 

15*9 

Table  8 


Showing  the  number  of  houses,  estimated  population, 
number  of  deaths,  and  death-rate  per  1,000  for  each  Ward. 


Number  of  Estimated  (civil)  Number  of  Death-rate 


Wards. 

occupied 

houses. 

population  to 
middle  of  1918. 

deaths  from, 
all  causes 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2,522 

13,460 

229 

17  0 

2 

2,957 

15,639 

246 

15*7 

3 

2,161 

10,916 

161 

14  7 

4 

2,192 

11,307 

174 

15-4 

5 

2,734 

14,346 

202 

14-1 

6 

2,583 

13,746 

246 

17*9 

r* 

4 

2,455 

11,491 

220 

191 

8 

3,435 

15,829 

235 

14  8 

9 

4,056 

22,294 

345 

155 

10 

3,312 

18,268 

282 

15  4 

Rhondda... 

28,407 

...  147,296 

2,340 

15.9 

80 

Table  12. 

Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the  Rhondda  from 
the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  since  1898. 


* 

o 

<D 

> 

CD 

&D 

'd 

Fevers. 

Diarrhoea. 

_ .s  ® 

•J  ts 

Average 

Zymotic 

Year. 

P 

13 

72 

d 

<X> 

P 

+3 

JD 

Th 

d 

c 

m 

j Whoop 

Cougl 

Diphthe: 

1 Tvphus. 

Enteric. 

Simple 

Continued 

Tota 

Zymot 

Deatl 

O jr 

N a> 

P 

Death- 
rate  of 
Ten 
Years. 

1898 

7 

16 

14 

33 

146 

- 

40 

1 

105 

355 

33 

1899 

- 

— 

10 

70 

186 

- 

55 

— 

169 

489 

4-4 

1900 

- 

121 

35 

58 

125 

- 

24 

— 

118 

481 

4-3 

1901 

- 

3 

43 

33 

135 

- 

53 

— 

327 

595 

5 2 

I 

1902 

1 

109 

27 

40 

81 

- 

21 

— 

109 

389 

3-3 

1 

! 

y 3-4 
1 

1903 

- 

8 

38 

52 

42 

- 

44 

— 

109 

293 

2-4 

1904 

- 

102 

20 

53 

32 

- 

42 

— 

211 

460 

3-7 

1905 

- 

84 

11 

55 

16 

- 

15 

1 

172 

354 

2-7 

1906 

- 

24 

9 

27 

25 

- 

20 

— 

206 

311 

2-4 

1907 

68 

9 

26 

20 

- 

22 

— 

147 

292 

21 

> 

1908 

- 

102 

7 

54 

32 

- 

21 

— 

319 

535 

3-8 

1909 

47 

15 

27 

35 

- 

4 

— 

130 

258 

1-8 

1910 

- 

25 

24 

41 

15 

- 

12 

— 

115 

232 

1-6 

1911 

- 

144 

19 

18 

21 

- 

18 

— 

313 

533 

3 5 

1912 

- 

127 

19 

80 

19 

- 

16 

— 

39 

300 

1*9 

i 

1913 

- 

57 

22 

15 

53 

- 

12 

1 

174 

334 

2*1 

2 0 

1914 

- 

84 

I10 

44 

36 

- 

.5 

— 

103 

282 

1*7 

1915 

- 

58 

12 

47 

29 

- 

9 

— 

58 

213 

1*4 

1916 

- 

41 

8 

14 

17 

- 

5 

— 

55 

140 

•9 

1917 

- 

52 

5 

26 

23 

1 

6 

— 

16 

129 

•8  J 

1 

1918 

- 

89 

5 

37 

11 
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27 
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Table  18. 

Showing  the  number  of  cases,  and  incidence  of  the 
Notifiable  Diseases  in  the  Rhondda  since  compulsory' 
notification  was  adopted  in  1894. 


Incidence  per 

Year.  Cases  Estimated  1,000  of 

Notified.  Population.  Population. 


1894 

... 

625 

... 

95,904 

• •• 

6.6 

1895 

... 

933 

98,356 

9.5 

1896 

... 

1,241 

100,870 

12.3 

1897 

1,031 

103,445 

9.9 

1898 

... 

1,652 

106,094 

15.6 

1899 

2,700 

108,807 

• •• 

24.8 

1900 

... 

3,214 

111,587 

28.8 

1901 

3,039 

114,587 

• •• 

26.6 

1902 

1,879 

118,020 

15.9 

1903 

1,597 

121,557 

13.1 

1904 

1,240 

125,199 

... 

9.9 

1905 

534 

128,951 

' 

4.1 

1906 

779 

132,814 

5.9 

1907 

... 

773 

... 

136,794 

... 

5.7 

1908 

862 

140,894 

6.1 

1909 

1,091 

145,116 

7.5 

1910 

... 

1,530 

149,464 

10.2 

1911 

... 

1,261 

153,775 

8.2 

1912 

... 

1,652 

... 

157,951 

10.5 

1913 

... 

1,820 

162,137 

11.2 

1914 

... 

1,64P 

... 

162,592 

10.1 

1915 

1,274 

156,260 

8.2 

1916 

3,572 

353,373 

23.3 

1917 

3,376 

154,388 

21-9 

1918 

4,015 

147,296 

27*2 

Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Erysipelas,  and  Puerperal 
Fever,  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1894. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  became  notifiable  on  1st  January,  1912. 

All  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  became  notifiable  on  1st  February, 
1913. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis  became  notifiable  on 
1st  September,  1912. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  became  notifiable  on  1st  April,  1914, 
Measles  and  German  Measles  became  notifiable  op  1st  January,  1916, 


Table  49. 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  Work,  1918. 


District.  . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Total 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

60 

4 

18 

10 

2 

21 

115 

,,  „ Manure.. 

Blocked  Drain 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

5 

11 

140 

152 

141 

117 

292 

84 

926 

Blocked  W.C. 

36 

48 

62 

57 

26 

50 

279 

Defective  Drain 

9 

31 

24 

9 

24 

28 

125 

Lip  Trap  to  Gully  Trap 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Un ventilated  Drain 







1 

— 

2 

3 

Defective  Ventilating 
Pipe 

1 

4 

16 

4 

2 

27 

Waste  Pipe  Direct 

— 





2 

— 

1 

3 

No  Water  in  W.C. 

— 





13 

13 

9 

35 

Dilapidated  or  Filthy 
W.C. 

17 

38 

24 

4 

7 

27 

117 

No  W.C. 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

Dilapidated  Back  Area 

1 

4 

8 

— 

2 

14 

24 

Defective  or  no  Rain- 
water Shoots 

81 

99 

23 

329 

92 

621 

Dirty  Houses 

12 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

21 

Overcrowding 

8 

4 

— 

2 

10 

2 

26 

Animals  as  a Nuisance 





1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Damp  and  Dilapidated 
Houses 

23 

69 

12 

23 

71 

36 

234 

Insufficient  Water 

Supply 

4 

5 



9 

Other  Nuisances 

50 

77 

8 

64 

21 

220 

84 


Table  50 

Summary  of  District  Inspectors’  work  during  1918,  as  reported 
to  M.O.H.  each  week. 


District. 

To  al 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  investi- 
gated 

313 

67 

18 

41 

88 

62 

37 

Revisits  to : — 

| 

Infected  Houses 

810 

249 

37 

42 

135 

222 

125 

Unabated  Nuisances  and  Unremedied 

1 

Defects 

12934 

1787 

3034 

988 

1787 

3066  2272 

Slaughter  Houses 

1249 

376 

330 

116 

108 

217 

102 

Lodging  Houses 

250 

— 

161 

— 

89 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

695 

102 

110 

Ill 

178 

62 

132 

Dairies 

421 

97 

82 

33 

87 

69 

53 

Factories  and  Workshops 

494 

68 

150 

5 

77 

41 

153 

Disinfections  ... 

358 

79 

38 

54 

69 

77 

41 

New  Buildings  (drains  of) 

146 

14 

64 

13 

4 

36 

15 

Special  Complaints  received 

161 

27 

16 

45 

58 

— 

15 

Letters  written  to  abate  Nuisances  : 

By  Inspector  ... 

1857 

316 

263 

183 

316 

515 

234 

Referred  to  M.O.H. 

377 

57 

116 

39 

79 

75 

11 

Referred  to  Council 

1311 

117 

229 

81 

124 

714 

46 

New  Buildings  certified  ... 

10 

1 

3 



6 

— 

Drain  connections  : — 

No.  of  Connections  made 

1 

1 







^ 

— 

No.  of  Houses  connected 

1 

1 





' — 



— 

No.  of  Houses  connected  to  date  . . 

28033 

5499 

4372 

4575 

4236 

5082 

4269 

No.  of  Houses  unconnected  to  date 

291 

21 

12 

58 

63 

67 

70 

Scavenging — Fines  inflicted  : — 

Without  Brush 

— 

_ 



— 

— 



— 

Without  Bell 

— 







— 



Without  Cover  to  Cart  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Improper  use  of  Cover  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Improper  use  of  Cart 

Failing  to  send  out  Cart 

150/- 

22/6 

5/- 

197/6 

10/- 

— 

5- 

Neglecting  Back  Lanes... 

110/- 

— 

70/- 

— 

40/- 

Neglecting  to  use  Brush 

Neglecting  to  Clear  Ashbin 

10/- 

— 

— 

10- 

— 

— 

— 

Scavenging  after  1 p.m. 

5/- 

— 

— 

5 - 

— 

— 

— 

Depositingon unauthorized  ground 

62/6 

12/6 

7/6 

5- 

20/- 

17/6 

85 
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Table  I 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whale  District  during  1918,  and  previous  years;. 


Year. 

1 

Population 
to  estimated  to  Mid- 
dle of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
registered 
in  the  District 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging’ 
to  the  District. 

Under  1 year 
of  age. 

At  all  ages. 

3tt. 

Uncorrected 

Number. 

IS 

Sh 

rO 

1 

6 

6 

c£ 

M 

7 

Of 

Non-Residents 
00  registered 
in  the  District. 

Of  Residents 
tc  not  registered 
in  the  District 

^ Number 

^ Rate. 

a> 

.a 

g 

5 

A 

10 

« © ■£ 
n 

a 

3 

A 

12 

i 

13 

*1913 

162,137 

5,479 

5,505 

34*0 

2,277 

14*0 

27 

110 

766 

139 

2,360 

14*6 

1914 

162,592 

5,541 

5,558 

34’2 

2,336 

14-4 

39 

113 

762 

137 

2,410 

,.14-81 

1915 

156,260 

4,960 

4,983 

*30*0 

2,148 

13*7 

43 

113 

567 

114 

2,218 

14-2 

1916 

153,373 

4,481 

-26-8 

1,845 

12*0 

+35 

130 

471 

105 

1,940 

12*6 

1917 

154,388 

4,145 

*24  *1 

1,851 

12  0 

+25 

151 

425 

103 

1,977 

12-8  ' 

1918 

147,296 

4,346 

*26'3 

1 

2,224 

15T 

+39 

155 

448 

r 

103 

2,340 

15'9' 

Notes  : — This  table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district  and 
the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates.  The  cor- 
rected number  of  births  is  not  available  for  the  years  1916,  1917,  and  1918. 

Rates  in  Columns  5,  7,  and  13  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population* 

*The  birth-rate  (Column  5)  is  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Registrar-General, 
calculated  upon  a population 

in  1915  of  166,365 
iu  1916  of  166,873 
in  1917  of  172,099 
in  1918  of  165,041 

The  deaths  included  in  Column  6 are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as 
having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the 
number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8,  and  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  the 
subtraction  of  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  the 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  one  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

t The  numbers  in  Column  8 marked  thus  (+)  include  soldiers  who  died  in  the  district, 
viz  : — 2 in  1916 

3 in  1917 
8 in  1918 

‘Transferable  Deaths ’’are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual  residence 
in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

Area  of  District  in  acres'! 

(exclusive  of  area  covered  l 23,885. 
by  water).  ' 


Table  II.  RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infections  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1918. 
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Table  M.  13  (L.G.B.) 

Causes  of  Death  in  Rhondda  Urban  District  for  1918. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only) 

• •• 

9 , 

1279 

1067 

1 Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

2 Small  pox  ... 



... 

— 

3 Measles 

46 

... 

44 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

5 Whooping  cough 

16 

22 

6 Diphtheria  and  croup  ... 

... 

. , 

7 

4 

7 Influenza  .. 

• • • 

226 

217 

8 Erysipelas  ... 

— 

1 

9 Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

75 

74 

10  Tuberculous  meningitis 

7 

4 

11  Other  tuberculous  diseases 

, # 

14 

11 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

... 

33 

50 

13  Rheumatic  fever 

3 

2 

14  Meningitis 

, , 

5 

, , 

5 

15  Organic  heart  disease 

74 

69 

16  Bronchitis  .. 

... 

111 

62 

17  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

, , 

135 

113 

18  Other  respiratory  diseases 

, , 

28 

7 

19  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

, , 

23 

26 

20  Appendicitis  and  typhlitis 

• • 

7 

5 

21  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

... 

3 

, . 

3 

21a  Alcoholism 

— 

1 

22  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease 

... 

22 

17 

23  Puerperal  fever 

... 

— 

• • 

5 

24  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  fever 

— 

# . 

16 

25  Congenital  debility,  frc. 

, , 

89 

67 

26  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

, # 

92 

. , 

13 

27  Suicide 

, # 

6 

2 

28  Other  defined  diseases 

# 

246 

221 

29  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Special  Causes  (included  in  above)- 

... 

6 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . . 

m 9 

1 

. , 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

• • • 

. . 

1 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age. . 

258 

, , 

189 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  do. 

• • • 

11 

, . 

14 

Total  Births 

, , 

2231 

, , 

2151 

Legitimate 

, , 

2146 

2073 

Illegitimate 

85 

78 

Population  for  Death-rate 

• . 

147,296 

,,  for  Birth-rate 

General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House,  London, 

W.C.2. 

165,041 
April,  1919. 

N.B. — The  total  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  above  Table  is 
six  in  excess  of  the  corresponding  number  given  in  Table  III.  on  the 
previous  page.  The  discrepancy  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
returns  in  the  above  Table  refer  to  the  calendar  year  1918,  whereas  the 
period  adopted  for  Table  III.  is  that  comprised  of  the  fifty-two  weeks 
ended  Saturday,  the  28th  December,  1918,  and  also  to  the  difficulty  of 
allocating  with  certainty  to  their  respective  districts  deaths  occurring 
in  other  areas,  when  the  addresses  given  may  be  incomplete  and  when 
no  local  knowledge  is  possessed  by  those  making  the  allocation. 
Similarly  a discrepancy  exists  in  the  total  number  of  births,  that  given 
in  the  above  Table  being  33  in  excess  of  that  used  in  Table  I, 
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THE  ANNUAL 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


TO  THE 


Rhondda  Education  Authority 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1918. 


Rhondda  Urban  DistrictCouncil 


Members  of  tbe  IRbonbba  lEbucation 
Committee. 

Councillor  EVAN  JOSHUA  RODERICK  (Chairman). 
Lady  FLORENCE  NICHOLAS  (co-opted  Member). 
Councillor  GWILYM  LLOYD. 

„ DAN  DAVIES,  J.P. 

„ REES  MORGAN  REES. 

„ ALFRED  GLADSTONE  TRIBE. 

„ JOHN  MINTON. 

„ WILLIAM  PHILLIP  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ DAVID  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ WILLIAM  LEWIS. 

„ WALTER  WILLIAMS. 

„ WILLIAM  EVANS  THOMAS,  M.D.,  J.P. 
„ THOMAS  THOMAS. 

„ JAMES  JAMES. 

„ WILLIAM  SAMUEL  LANE. 

„ THOMAS  OWEN. 

„ THOMAS  R.  DAVIES. 

„ MARK  HARCOMBE. 

„ JOHN  D.  WILLIAMS,  J.P. 

„ EDGAR  MORGAN. 

„ LEWIS  HOPKIN. 

„ GWILYM  ROWLANDS. 

„ JOHN  TALWRN  JONES. 

„ THOMAS  GRIFFITHS,  J.P. 

„ BENJAMIN  DAVIES. 

ALFRED  JOHN  ORCHARD, 


IV. 


Councillor  ROWLAND  HUGHES. 

„ WILLIAM  HENRY  MATHIAS,  J.P. 

„ EDWARD  THOMAS  WOOD. 

„ JOHN  THOMAS,  J.P. 

„ ABEL  JACOB. 

„ HENRY  EDWARD  MALTBY. 

„ DANIEL  EVANS,  J.P. 

„ HORATIO  ABRAHAM  PHILLIPS. 


Clerk  to  the  Committee  : Sir  WALTER  NICHOLAS. 
Director  of  Education:  T.  W.  BERRY. 

Inspector  of  Schools : R.  R.  WILLIAMS. 
Architect:  JACOB  REES. 

School  Medical  Officer:  J.  D.  JENKINS. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer: 

J.  P.  H.  DAVIES, 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon : J.  W.  G.  MYLER. 

Medical  Inspection  Clerk:  ^ H.  R.  JONES  | 


School  Nurses : 

Miss  MADELEINE  JOHN. 

„ EDITH  GRIFFITHS. 

Mrs.  LAURA  JONES. 

Miss  ELIZABETH  HUGHES. 
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s,  ELIZABETH  TERRY. 

For  Portion  of  Year:  — 
Miss  E.  GERTRUDE  JENKINS. 
„ MYFANWY  GRIFFITH. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee, 
Lady  Nicholas,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


as  your  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1918. 

The  extent  to  which  the  war  interfered  with  the 
school  medical  service  in  the  district  progressively  in- 
creased from  year  to  year,  so  that  the  amount  of  work 
which  has  to  be  recorded  as  having  been  done  in  1918  is, 
in  the  direction  of  routine  medical  inspection,  the  lowest 
since  the  establishment  of  the  service. 

The  year  under  review  however  witnessed,  not  only 
the  continuation  of  the  work  begun  in  1916  in  the  form 
of  the  examination  by  an  ophthalmic  surgeon  of  school 
children  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  defective  vision, 
but  also,  for  the  first  time,  the  employment  of  a whole-time 
dental  surgeon  for  the  examination  at  the  schools  and  for 
the  treatment  at  a suitably-equipped  centre  of  a consider- 
able number  of  children  the  condition  of  whose  teeth  was 
ascertained  to  require  remedial  treatment. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  however  we  were  deprived 
of  the  services  of  our  dental  surgeon  in  consequence  of  the 
more  urgent  needs  of  the  army  and  our  school  dental 
service  was  temporarily  discontinued  as  the  Local  Educa 
tion  Authority’s  attempts  to  engage  a successor  proved 
unsuccessful. 


I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  eleventh  annual  report 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


The  Council  Offices, 
Rhondda. 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Rhondda  Urban  District  Council 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  the  population  of  the 
Rhondda  Urban  District  in  1918  is  estimated  at  165,041 
persons.  The  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers 
in  June,  1918,  was  35,543,  and  the  average  attendance 
recorded  was  30,697.  The  number  of  schools  and 
departments  remained  unchanged  at  43  and  104  respec- 
tively, with  a total  accommodation  for  36,923  children. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

There  was  no  material  change  in  the  administrative 
arrangements  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  except 
that  the  services  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Cowl  as  a whole-time  dental 
surgeon  were  available  from  January  1st  to  September 
the  23rd,  when  he  became  attached  to  the  Royal  Army 
Medical  Corps.  Repeated  efforts  by  the  Education  Auth- 
ority to  replace  him  failed.  The  part-time  services  of  Dr. 
J.  P.  H.  Davies  were  available  in  the  interests  of  the 
school  medical  service  from  February  1st  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  those  of  Dr.  Evelyn  Davidson  for  the  month 
of  J anuary,  at  the  end  of  which  month  she  left  the  service 
of  the  Council. 

SCOPE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

There  were  no  material  alterations  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  or  in  the  scope  of  the  medical  inspection  carried 
out  during  the  year  1918.  The  examinations  at  each  of 
the  schools  visited  were  limited  to  the  following  groups  of 
children : — 

(a)  All  those  children,  irrespective  of  age,  who, 

in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  inspectors,  teachers, 
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parents,  or  others,  required  medical  attention  at  the 
time  of  the  inspection ; 

(b)  the  leavers,  or  all  those  who,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events,  would  leave  school  before  the  next 
medical  examination  fell  due ; and 

(c)  the  tuberculosis  contacts,  or  those  who  are 
known  or  believed  to  have  come  into  more  or  less  close 
contact  with  one  or  more  cases  of  tuberculosis,  either 
at  their  homes  or  elsewhere. 

The  total  number  of  children  examined  during  the 
year  was  2,790,  consisting  of  1,337  boys  and  1,453  girls. 

As  indicated  under  the  previous  Section  (“Adminis- 
tration”), it  was  not  possible  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
school  medical  service  as  a whole  beyond  the  introduction, 
for  the  first  time  of  a measure  of  dental  examination  and 
treatment. 

Table  I. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected  1st  January,  1918,  to  31st 
December,  1918. 


“Code”  Groups. 


Entrants. 

Inter- 

mediate 

Group. 

Leavers. 

Grand 

Age 

3 

4 

5 

6 

<33  82 
<13 

33  fcc 

Total. 

8 

12 

13 

14 

a $ 
5 < 

Total. 

Total 

Boys 

18 

37 

28 

42 

32 

157 

124 

. 

170 

112 

6 

.5 

437 

594 

Girls 

9 

30 

30 

33 

32 

134 

155 

199 

92 

4 

57 

507 

641 

Totals 

27 

67 

58 

75 

64 

291 

279 

369 

204 

10 

82 

944 

1235 

IX. 


B.  Groups  other  than  81  Code 


Intermediate  Group 
(other  than  S years). 

Special 

Cases. 

Re-examinaticns 
(i.e.  number  of 
children  re-examined). 

Boys 

64 

679 

— 

Girls 

75 

737 

— 

Totals... 

139 

1416 

— 

N.B. — The  figures  given  in  the  above  tables  do  not  include 
the  children  examined  and  treated  by  the  school 
dental  surgeon  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


GENERAL  REVIEW  OF  THE  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

The  range  of  the  medical  inspection  having  been  much 
altered  during  the  period  of  the  war,  reliable  comparisons 
with  former  years  are  not  possible,  especially  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  “special”  cases  formed,  in  1918,  over 
one-half  the  total  number  of  children  examined. 

The  following  table  (No.  2)  shows  the  number, 
nature,  and  percentage  proportion  of  the  defects  found  on 
the  inspection  of  2,790  children. 


TabSe  2. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

No.  of 
Children 
suffering 
from  each 
disease 
or  defect. 

Proportion 
per  cent,  of 
the  number 
suffering 
to  the 
number 
examined. 

Skin  : Contagious  (excluding  Ringworm) 

39 

1-40 

Skin  : Non-contagious 

51 

1 83 

Ringworm  of  head 

4 

0T4 

Ringworm  of  body 

1 

0 04 

Heart  disease 

117 

4T9 

Anaemia  ... 

153 

5*48 

Lung  disease  (non-tuberculous)  ... 

76 

272 

Nervous  affections 

41 

1-47 

Mentally  defective 

43 

1-54 

Enlarged  tonsils 

149 

5’34 

Mouth  Breathers 

212 

7-60 

Adenoids  ... 

54 

1-94 

Enlarged  glands  (non-tubercular) 

423 

1516 

Defective  speech 

80 

2*87 

External  eye  disease... 

116 

4-16 

Squint 

122 

4*37 

Defective  vision 

501 

17’96 

Ear  disease 

70 

2-51 

Deafness  ... 

33 

118 

Carious  teeth  (4  or  over) 

966 

34-62 

Rickets 

27 

097 

Hernia 

12 

0 43 

Deformities  and  Tumours 

73 

2-62 

Enlarged  Thyroid  Gland 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease  ...  .... 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 

3 

0-11 

,,  ,,  Glands 

— 

— 

,,  „ Bone  ... 

5 

0-18 

,,  „ other  parts 

— 

— 

„ „ all  parts 

8 

0-29 

Subnormal  Nutrition  ... 

134 

4-80  l 

General  Neglect 

3 

0-11 

Pediculosis 

76 

2*72 

Other  diseases 

11 

3-94* 

TT.  4K-m lira  - ■ ,-ZLT 

While  table  2 gives  the  number  of  children  found 
suffering  from  various  defects  or  diseases  in  the  course  of 
inspection,  Table  II.  shows  the  number  of  defects  found 
among  the  2,790  children  examined,  together  with  the 
numbers  in  the  Code  and  special  groups  who  were  referred 
for  treatment  or  needed  to  be  kept  under  observation 
respectively* 


Table  II. 

Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical 
Inspection  in  1918. 


Code  ( 

Iroups. 

Spec 

:ials. 

xs 

to 

DC 

Disease  or  Defect. 

p 

i:  a 

5 a> 
j-  a 
jj  O s 

£>s1§ 
. O) 

.requirin 
be  kept 
under 
ervation 

£ ** 

£ a 

5 <o 

*CJ  c S 

es 

o> 

requirin 
> be  kept 
under 
ervation 

O >M 

fc  43 

o o « 

z"  •§ 

.©  £ 

■ & 

v*  © 

Malnutrition 
Uncleanliness — 

97 

— 

37 

— 

Head 

330 

— 

170 

— 

Body 

150 

— 

59 

— 

Ringworm — 

Head 

1 

— 

3 

— 

' * 

Body 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Skin. 

Scabies 

12 

— 

8 

— 

Impetigo 

6 

— 

13 

— 

„ Other  disease 

85 

— 

26 

— 

Eye. 

1 Defective  vision  & squint 

405 

— 

218 

— 

) External  Eye  disease  ... 

53. 

— 

63 

— 

Ear. 

I Defective  Hearing 

16 

— 

17 

— 

| Ear  disease 

16 

— 

54 

— 

Teeth. 

Dental  disease 

495 

— 

471 

— 

Nose 

and 

Throat. ' 

Enlarged  tonsils 

91 

— 

23 

— 

Adenoids 

11 

— 

8 

— 

Enlarged  tonsils  and 
Adenoids 

20 

_ 

15 



Defective  Speech 

43 

— 

37 

— 

Heart  i 

( Heart  disease — 

and  J 

1 Organic 

40 

— 

19 

— 

Circula-  1 

| Functional  ... 

48 

— 

10 

— 

tion.  ' 

[ Anamiia 

43 

4 

102 

4 

'Pulmonary  Tuberculosis : 

1 

Definite 

2 

— 

— 

Lungs.  - 

Suspected  ... 

18 

6 

10 

7 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

29 

5 

24 

4 

^Other  disease 

9 

2 

3 

— 

Nervou 

System. 

Epilepsy 
Chorea 
Other  disease 

1 

3 

12 

1 

2 

21 

1 

Non  pulmonary  Tubercu- 

losis— 
Glands 





Bone  and  Joints  ... 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Other  forms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets 

16 

1 

10 

— 

Deformities 

50 

— 

35 

— 

Other  defects  or  disease... 

365 

5 

105 

2 

u 

Xll. 

In  view  of  the  exceptional  conditions  produced  by  the 
war,  the  following  table  showing  the  percentage  of 
instances  of  sub-normal  nutrition  and  of  insufficient  or 
defective  clothing  and  footgear  for  the  four  last  years  may 
prove  of  interest,  although  conclusions  suggested  thereby 
should  be  made  with  caution  owing  to  the  changes  in  the 
personnel  of  and  the  consequent  want  of  uniformity  in  the 
standard  adopted  by  those  who  carried  out  the  examina- 
tions. 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

Nutrition 

1-25 

11*6 

3*58 

4'80 

Clothing 

0-57 

3-84 

2-2 

301 

Footgear 

1-18 

1-72 

16 

4-23 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Since  tuberculosis  became  compulsorily  notifiable,  all 
the  school  children  who  habitually  come  into  contact  with 
or  are  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease are  specially  examined  at  the  schools  at  the  time  of 
the  routine  inspections  and  the  results  up  to  date  justify 
this  course.  The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the 
diagnostic  results  of  the  examinations  of  these  contacts. 

Three  cases,  or  2.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of 
contacts  examined,  were  found  to  be  definitely  positive  ; 19 
cases,  or  16.6  per  cent.,  were  classified  as  doubtful;  and 
the  remainder  or  80.8  per  cent.,  as  negative.  The  doubt- 
ful cases  are  referred  for  further  observation  until  they 
can  be  transferred  to  the  positive  or  negative  groups.  The 
children  definitely  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  are  referred 
to  their  medical  attendants  for  treatment  and,  as  a matter 
of  course,  come  under  the  observation  of  the  medical 
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Table  showing  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  contacts. 


Result  of 
Examination. 

Sex. 

Totals 

Among 

the 

Entrants. 

Among 

the 

Leavers. 

Among 

Remaining 

Children 

selected. 

Positive 

Doubtful 

Negative 

) Boys 
) Girls  ... 

j Boys 
I Girls  .. 

) Boys 
1 Girls 

1 

2 

8 

11 

52 

39 

1 

1 

2 

6 

1 

2 

15 

7 

1 

1 

6 

9 

35 

26 

Boys 

Girls 

61 

52 

3 

7 

16 

9 

42 

36 

Totals  . . . 

113 

10 

25 

78 

staff  of  the  Welsh  Memorial  Association,  and  when  their 
attendance  at  school  involves  risk  to  others  they  are  for 
the  time  being  excluded. 


Table  III.  gives  a return  of  exceptional  children  in 
the  whole  area  in  1918,  but  the  information  given  in  the 
table  is  very  incomplete  as  its  chief  source  (medical 
inspection)  was  itself  of  very  limited  extent  in  the  course 
of  the  year. 


Table  §11. 

Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the 
Area  in  1918.  , 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Blind  (including  partially  blind) — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

Atteuding  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

4 

4 

8 

Deaf  and  Dumb  (including  partially  deaf) — 
Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

_ 

_ 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

7 

4 

11 
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Table  III — continued. 


Boys 

Girls. 

Total. 

Mentally  Deficient — 

Feeble-minded  attending  Public  Elementary 
School 

19 

24 

43 

Imbeciles  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

Idiots 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptics— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

2 

5 

7 

Physically  Defective  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

1 

2 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

3 

2 

5 

Cripples  other  than  Tubercular — 

Attending  Public  Elementary  School 

7 

5 

12 

Dull  or  Backward 

20 

25 

45 

THE  METHOD  OF  FOLLOWING  UP  DEFECTIVE 
CHILDREN. 

In  order  to  achieve  the  object  aimed  at  by  medical 
inspection,  it  is  obviously  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
all  children  found  defective  should  be  energetically  and 
systematically  followed  up.  No  material  alteration  in 
the  method  hitherto  followed  has  been  introduced  for  this 
purpose.  The  staff  of  school  nurses, — also  acting  as 
health  visitors, — by  means  of  whom  the  following  up  is 
done,  had  been  increased  from  8 to  12  in  the  previous  year 
and  there  was  consequently  a considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  this  work  done  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Thus 
there  were  paid  711  visits  to  the  schools  and  7,713  visits 
to  the  homes  of  school  children,  the  increase  thus  shown 
being  respectively  43.3  and  17.3  per  cent,  over  the  figures 
for  the  previous  year. 


Speaking  broadly,  about  one-third  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  defects  discovered  received  treatment  (cf.  Table 


IV.).  It  is  to  be  noted  that  41.6  per  cent,  of  cases  of 
defective  vision  and  squint  received  treatment,  the  large 
majority  of  the  children  thus  suffering  being  dealt  with 
at  the  Council’s  clinic  at  Ystrad.  A proportion  amount- 
ing to  38.0  per  cent,  of  defects  of  the  naso-pharynx  re- 
ceived treatment  during  the  same  period,  the  results  in 
27.4  per  cent,  being  considered  to  have  been  satisfactory. 


Table  IV.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children 
during  1918. 


Condition. 


Clothing 

Footgear 

Cleanliness  of  Head 
Cleanliness  of  Body 
Nutrition 
N ose  and  Throat  . . 

External  Eye  Disease 
Ear  Disease 
Teeth.. 

Heart  and  Circulation 
Lungs 

Nervous  System  . . 

Skin  . — 

Rickets 

Deformities 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary) 
Speech 

Mental  Condition 
Vision  and  Squint 
Hearing  \ . 

Miscellaneous 

Totals 


No.  of  defects 
found  for 
which  treat- 
ment was 
necessary. 

No.  of  defects  for  which  no  Report 
is  available. 

No.  of  defects  treated. 

Result  of 
Treatment. 

No.  of  defects  not' treated. 

Per  cent,  of  defects  treated. 

From  previous 
years. 

<D 

'A 

Total. 

Remedied. 

Improved. 

Unchanged. 

11 

4 

15 

5 

10 

1 

9 

66  67 

1 

3 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

100-00 

71 

500 

571 

475 

84 

41 

42 

1 

12 

14-71 

6 

209 

215 

187 

26 

16 

10 

— 

2 

12-10 

41 

134 

175 

116 

35 

15 

20 

— 

24 

20-00 

1380 

203 

1583 

327 

602 

434 

132 

36 

654 

38  03 

112 

116 

228 

101 

109 

70 

35 

4 

18 

47*80 

101 

70 

171 

72 

76 

25 

38' 

13 

23 

44-44 

2247 

966 

3213 

699 

837 

672 

159 

6 

1677 

26-05 

279 

270 

549 

208 

256 

76 

149 

31 

85 

46-63 

89 

76 

165 

67 

83 

50 

24 

9 

15 

50-30 

19 

41 

60 

57 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5-00 

95 

95 

190 

28 

152 

136 

12 

4 

10 

80-00 

7 

27 

34 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

73 

110 

53 

25 

7 

7 

11 

32 

22-72 

7 

8 

15 

15 

19 

80 

99 

85 

1 

1 

— 

— 

13 

1-01 

40 

43 

83 

69 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13 

1-25 

882 

623  : 

1505 

205 

618 

579 

14 

25 

682 

41  63 

79 

33 

112 

34 

66 

17 

32 

17 

12 

58  93 

141 

438 

579 

269 

161 

91 

52 

18 

149 

27*80 

5664 

4012  9676 

3106 

3149 

2233 

741 

175  | 

3421 

32-53 
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The  following  table  (Y.)  indicates  the  number  of 
children  who  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review 
and  it  will  be  observed  that  72.7  per  cent,  of  those  exam- 
ined were  found  to  be  defective,  and  were  referred  for 
treatment.  In  considering  this  high  percentage  regard 
should  be  had  to  and  due  allowance  made  for  the  fact  that 
over  one-half  of  the  children  examined  were  selected  for 
examination  in  the  belief  or  knowledge  that  they  were 
suffering  from  one  or  more  defects.  Of  those  referred  for 
treatment  31  per  cent,  received  more  or  less  adequate 
attention. 


Table  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  of  children  during  1918. 


1.  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected 
(whether  Code  Group,  Special  or  Ailing  Child) 

2.  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects 
(other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  footgear) 
who  require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred 
for  treatment) 

3.  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 
treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  etc.) 

4 The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received  treatment 
for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  etc.) 


2,790 

42 


2,030 

640 


TREATMENT  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

Treatment  by  the  Local  Authority  was  limited  to  the 
examination  at  the  Council’s  clinic  of  cases  of  defective 
vision  and  to  the  treatment  of  dental  defects  for  a period 
of  nine  months.  During  the  year  564  cases  of  defective 
vision  were  examined  by  a part-time  ophthalmic  surgeon 
(Dr.  <T.  W.  Glenton  Myler)  and  in  the  case  of  186  children 
the  examination  was  completed  and  included  the  testing 
of  the  spectacles  when  obtained.  The  remaining  378  cases 
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were  still  awaiting  tlie  surgeon’s  further  attention  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  hut  in  the  majority  of  these  cases  the 
prescribed  glasses  had  been  obtained  and  were  worn  but 
had  not  been  finally  approved.  In  100  instances  financial 
assistance  was  rendered  by  the  Council  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  parents  or  guardians  to  purchase  the 
spectacles,  many  being  in  this  position  directly  owing  to 
the  war. 


The  Clinic— Inspection  In  1018. 


Purposes  for 
which  used. 

Times 

used. 

No. 

Examined. 

No.  referred  for 
further 
Examination. 

Defective  Vision 

101 

564 

378 

Special 

Examinations 

27 

230 

17 

Pupil  Teacher 
Candidates 

5 

64 

59 

Totals... 

133 

858 

454 

The  accompanying  table  also  gives  information  re- 
garding special  examinations  carried  out  at  the  clinic 
during  the  year. 

DENTAL  SERVICE  AND  TREATMENT. 

The  services  of  a whole-time  dental  surgeon  (Mr.  J. 
W.  Cowl)  were  available  for  the  first  8|-  months  of  the 
year,  but  in  September  he  joined  tht  dental  section  of 
the  R.A.M.C.  The  children  were  examined  by  him  at 
the  schools  with  the  aid  of  mirror  and  probe,  and  were 
limited  to  those  between  6 and  8 years  of  age  and  to  those 
presented  as  apparently  requiring  immediate  attention. 
A record  was  taken  of  the  conditions  found  in  each  case, 
and  the  homes  of  those  needing  treatment  were  visited 


XV111. 


by  a school  nurse  by  whom  arrangements  were  made  for 
tlieir  attendance  at  the  Council’s  dental  clinic  at  Ystrad. 
Tlie  total  number  of  children  examined  was  594  and  con- 
sisted of  266  boys  and  328  girls.  Practically  all  those 
examined  were  referred  for  treatment  and  547,  or  92  per 
cent,  were  actually  treated  at  the  clinic.  The  readiness 
of  the  parents  and  even  of  the  children  to  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  offered  was  marked  and  encouraging. 

The  treatment  where  possible  took  a conservative 
form  but  in  a large  number  of  instances  extraction  was  the 
only  practicable  method  owing  to  the  advanced  state  of 
decay  of  the  teeth,  85  per  cent,  of  the  teeth  extracted  being 
temporary. 

The  number  of  fillings  amounted  to  401,  the  majority 
of  the  teeth  thus  treated  being  permanent  (cf.  tables). 

Summary  of  Dental  Work  carried  out  during  the  year 

1918. 


Inspection. 


Group. 

BOYS. 

GIRLS. 

1 

Examined. 

J 

Beferred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

Examined. 

Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Presented  for 
Treatment. 

6 — 8 years 

149 

147 

132 

189 

185 

159 

Special 

(other  ages).. 

117 

117 

117 

139 

139 

139 

Totals... 

266 

264 

249  ‘ 

328 

324 

293 

xix. 


TREATMENT. 


Extractions. 

Fillings. 

Dressings. 

General 

Anaesthetic 

Tem- 

porary 

Per- 

manent 

Tem- 

porory 

Per- 

manent 

Tem- 

porary 

Per- 

manent 

Nitrous 

oxide 

Other 

Boys  .. 

882 

200 

87 

197 

— 

34 

12 

— 

Girls  ... 

863 

109 

33 

84 

— 

18 

16 

— 

Totals... 

1745 

309 

120 

281 

— 

52 

28 

— 

INFLUENZA. 

Much  disturbance  of  education  was  occasioned  in  the 
course  of  the  year  by  the  two  epidemics  of  Influenza  which 
were  experienced  throughout  the  district,  and  which  re- 
quired the  closure  of  all  the  schools  from  the  11th  of  July 
until  the  25th  of  August,  the  summer  vacation  being  in- 
cluded in  this  period.  During  the  month  of  November 
also  the  closure  of  33  of  the  schools  was  necessitated  for 
the  same  reason,  the  period  varying  from  9 days  to  a fort- 
night and  in  the  case  of  3 of  the  schools  the  closure  was 
repeated  for  5 days  in  December. 

OTHER  FACILITIES  FOR  OBTAINING 
TREATMENT. 

The  contract  system  of  medical  practice  in  vogue 
throughout  the  district  renders  it  theoreticallv  possible 
for  practically  all  children  attending  the  elementary 
schools  to  receive  medical  attention.  During  the  war, 
however,  the  demands  made  upon  the  time  of  the  medical 
practitioners  by  the  more  urgent  needs  of  thQ  -population 
generally  necessarily  resulted  in  the  general  disregard  of 
the  minor  ailments  of  children. 
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